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CHANGES MADE BY THE LEGISLATURE AND 

THE PEOPLE IN 1893. 

The salaries of the execufive officers . of this State as now 
established are: Governor, $4,000; Lieut. Governor, $1,200; Aud- 
itor General, $3,000t Attorney General, $3,000; Treasurer, $2,000; 
Secretary of State, $2,000; Supprintendent of Public Instruction, 
82,000; Commissioner of Land Office, $2,000. 

Salary of Justices of the Supreme Court, $7,000. 

Sec. 49 was added to Article IV. It gives the county power 
under certain restrictions to lay out and construct roads. 

Sec. 8, Art. V. was amended by adding* the following words: 
•' And in all such other cases and matters as the Supreme Court 
shall by rule prescribe." 

Sec. 9, Art. XIV. was amended by adding a clause permitting 
Grand Rapids to issue bonds for the improvement of Grand River. 

Graduates of colleges that conform to certain requirements are 
given State certificates. 

The Legislature of 1893 established a '*Home for Feeble 
Minded and Epileptic." 

The name of '* Reform School for Boys" was changed to 
"Industrial School for Boys." 

"Food and Dairy Commissioner" was a new subordinate State 
office esiiablished by the Legislature of 1893. 

Women possessing an educational qualification were given the 
right to vote at school anl municipal elections. 

Four amendments were made to the Constitution, making in 
all 34 that have been adopted. 
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What coostitates a State ? 
Not high-raised battlement or labored mound, 

Thick wall or moated gate; 
Not cities proad with spires and turrets crowned; 

Not bays and broad-armed ports, 
Where, langhing at the storm, rich navies ride: 

Not starred and spangled courts, 
Where low-browed baseness wafts perf ame to pride. 

No: men— high-minded men^ 
With powers as far above dull brutes endaed. 

In forest, brake, or den, 
As beasts excel cold rocks and brambles rude; 

Men who their duties know. 
But know their rights, and knowing dare maintain. 

— Sir William Jones, 
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PREFACE. 



The study of government as a preparation for citizenship 
has become, very properly, a prominent branch in our public 
school courses. There are several diflPerent text-books on this 
subject now in use among the schools of this State. It is not 
the purpose of this volume to encroach upon the territory 
which they so ably occupy. Civics and the fundamental prin- 
ciples of State and National government should be first taught, 
and then should follow the details of the workings, as shown 
in our local affairs. 

Leaving the field of general government to the able works 
already in the hands of pupils and teachers, this little volume 
contemplates only the supplementary part of giving the Con- 
stitution of Michigan in compact form, with such explanatory 
notes and additions as may be necessary to a fair understand- 
ing of our State government. 

The constitution has been placed first, and should be made 
the basis of the study. The classification in the constitution 
is not such as the teacher would follow, hence the necessity 
of the suggestive synopses which we have added. Let each 
section of the constitution be studied carefully, references to 
the notes and additional chapters being used to complete the 
work. 

The author desires in this connection to acknowledge the 
many hints and helps obtained from various authorities, among 
which may be mentioned Ostrander's and Cocker's Civil Gov- 
ernments, and the Legislative Manual compiled by the Secre- 
tary of State. 



Lansing, Mich,, June 3, 1887. 

" July 4, 1889, 

" " Nov, 4,1890, 

" " Aug. 14, 1891. 

"* " Feb, 22, 1893. 



Henry R. Pattengill. 
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INTKODUCTIOIT. 



AN OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OP MICHIGAN. 



Michigan derives its name from the two Chippewa words 
Mitchaw, great, and Lagiegan lake, and signifies the country 
of the great lakes. 

The first Europeans to explore and occupy Michigan terri- 
tory were the missionaries and fur traders of Canada early in 
the sixteenth century; but the first permanent settlement in 
Michigan, of which there exists any authentic account, was at 
Sault de Ste. Marie, in the year 1668, under the direction of 
Jacques Marquette, a Jesuit priest of France. 

This, like all the early settlements of the territory now con- 
stituting the State of Michigan, was a missionary station, 
established with the sole purpose of converting the Indians. 

The actual settlement of Michigan, for the purpose of colo- 
nization and civil government, dates from the founding of 
Detroit by La Motte Cadillac, on the 24:th of July, 1701. 

September 8, 1760, the French surrendered Michigan, to- 
gether with Canada, to Great Britain, which surrender was 
ratified by the treaty — Paris, February 10, 1763 — and Michi- 
gan continued under English rule until after the American 
Revolution. July 1, 1796, Michigan formally passed into 
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possession of the United States and became a part of 
the Northwest Territory. At this period all of Michigan 
away from Mackinac and the Detroit river was an unbroken 
wilderness. 

In 1800 the Northwest territory was divided into two terri- 
tories, the one retaining the name Northwest Territory', the 
other receiving the name of Indiana Territory; the former 
embracing the eastern half and the latter the western half of 
Michigan, the dividing north and south line passing a few 
miles west of Mackinac. 

In 1802 Ohio was admitted to the Union, and all of Michi- 
gan became a part of Indiana Territory, and so continued until 
by an act of Congress, July 11, 1805, Michigan was constituted 
a separate Territory, with substantially its present boundaries. 
The ordinances of 1787 and 1789 were adopted as its charter, 
and Detroit was made its seat of government. 

From 1805 to 1823 the Territorial government was adminis- 
tered by the Governor and three Judges. 

On the 3d of March, 1823, Congress vested the legislative 
power in the Governor and Council, composed of nine persons 
selected by the President and confirmed by the Senate out of 
eighteen elected by the people of the Territory. 

In 1835 a Constitution was adopted and State Government 
elected, which was accepted by Congress June 15, 1836, and 
Michigan was admitted into the Union as a State upon condi- 
tion of acceeding to the boundary claims of Ohio, concerning 
which an embittered controversy had arisen. This condition, 
which was at first rejected by a convention called by the 
Legislature to consider it, was finally accepted by a second 
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convention, December 15, 1836, and Michigan was formally 
declared a State by act of Congress, January 26, 1837, 

By an act of the Legislature approved March 16, 1847, the 
seat of government of the State was removed from Detroit to 
Lansing. 

June 3, 1850, a Constitutional Convention met at Lansing 
and adopted a new Constitution which was ratified by the 
people in November following, and has since continued in 
iorce, notwithstanding repeated attempts have been made to 
secure its revision. 



"Then blessings on thee, Michigan. 
We wave thy banners gay, 
And wish thee many glad returns 

Of this thy natal day; 
We'll govern thee in coming years 

By Jaws both true and just, 
And "onward" shall our watchword be. 
In God our hope and trust." 

Semi-Centennial Song. 



"Religion, morality, and knowledge being necessary to 

GOOD government AND THE HAPPINESS OF MANKIND, SCHOOLS 
AND THE MEANS OF EDUCATION SHALL FOREVER BE ENCOURAGED." 

— Ordinance of 1787, creating the Northwest Territory, 



CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, 

1850.* 



CONTENTS. 

Article I. — Boundaries, Article II. — Seat of Government, 
Article III. — Division of the Powers of Oovernment Article 
IV. — Legislative Department Article V. — Executive Depart- 
ment Article VI. — Judicial Department Article VII. — 
Elections. Article VIII. — State Officers. Article IX. — Sala- 
ries. Article X. — Counties. Article XI. — Townships. 
Article XII. — Impeachments and Removals from Office. 
Article XIII. — Education. Article XIV. — Finance and Tax- 
ation. Article XV.— Corporations, Article XVI. — Exemp- 
tions. Article XVII. — Militia. Article XVIII. — Miscellane- 
ous Provisions. Article XIX. — Upper Peninsula. Article 
XIX.-A. — Railroads. Article XX. — Amendment and Revision 
of Constitution. 

The People of the State of Michigan do ordain this Con- 
stitution: 

ARTICLE I. 

BOUNDARIES. 

The state of Michigan consists of and has jurisdiction 
over the territory embraced within the following boundaries, 

_ _ ■ 

* Note.— The first Constitution of the State was ratified by the people on 
the first Monday in October, 1835; that Constitution remained in force from 
the date of admission, January 20, 1637, to January 1, 1851, when the present 
Constitution went into effect. 
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to- wit: Commencing at a point on the eastern boundary line 
of the State of Indiana, where a direct line drawn from the 
southern extremity of Lake Michigan to the most northerly 
cape of the Maumee bay, shall intersect the same— said point 
being the northwest corner of the State of Ohio, as established 
by act of Congress entitled "An act to establish the northern 
boundary line of the State of Ohio, and to provide for the 
admission of the State of Michigan into the Union upon the 
conditions therein expressed," approved June fifteenth, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-six; thence with the said 
boundary line of the State of Ohio till it intersects the bound- 
ary line between the United States and Canada in Lake Erie; 
thence with said boundary line between the United States and 
Canada through the Detroit river, Lake Huron and Lake 
Superior, to a point where the said line last touches Lake 
Superior; thence in a direct line through Lake Superior to the 
mouth of the Montreal river; thence through the middle of the 
main channel of the said river Montreal to the head waters 
thereof; thence in a direct line to the center of the channel 
between Middle and South Islands, in the Lake of the Desert; 
thence in a direct line to the southern shore of Lake Brul^; 
thence along said southern shore, and down the river Brul6 to 
the main channel of the Menominee river; thence down the 
center of the main channel of the same to the center of the 
most usual ship channel of the Green bay of Lake Michigan; 
thence through the center of the most usual ship channel of 
the said bay to the middle of Lake Michigan; thence through 
the middle of Lake Michigan to the northern boundary of the 
State of Indiana, as that line was established by the act of 
Congress of the nineteenth of April, eighteen hundred and 



OIVIL GOVERNMENT. 7 

sixteen; thence due east with the north boundary line of the 
said State of Indiana to the northeast corner thereof; and 
thence south with the eastern boundary line of Indiana to the 
place of beginning.* 

ARTICLE II. 

SEAT OP GOVERNMENT. 

Section 1. The Seat of Government shall be at Lansing, 
where it is now established.*!' 

ARTICLE III. 

DIVISION OP THE POWERS OP GOVERNMENT. 

Section 1. The powers of Government are divided into 
three departments: The Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. 

Sec. 2. No person belonging to one department shall exer- 
cise the powers properly belonging to another, except in the 
cases expressly provided in this Constitution. 

ARTICLE IV. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The Legislative power is vested in a Senate and 
House of Representatives. 

*In accordance with the act which set the Territory of Michigan off from 
Indiana, June 80« 1805, the soathern boncdary of this Btate was to be a line 
extending dne east from the southerly bend or extreme of Lake Michigan, 
nntil it intersected Lake Erie. When Indiana was admitted as a State in 1816, 
the soathern bonndcu:^ of Michigan wels moved northward, aboat nine miles, 
to give Indiana a lake port on Lake Michigan, and thus Michigan was deprived 
of thirty townships of her land. The boundary line,however, ran doe east from 
Lake Michigan. When Michigan was admitted, (Congress compelled the people 
of Michigan to make the boundary line between that State and Ohio ran from 
the ** soathern extremity of Lake Michigan to the most northerly cape on 
Manmee bay." This was not settled without dispute— see "Toledo War."— 
Primer of Michigan History, p. 50; Judge Gooley's ** Michigan," p. 218. 

tThe capital of the State was moved from Detroit to La&suv^vcv'S^bKV. 
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Sec. 2. The Senate shall consist of thirty-two members. 
Senators shall be elected for two years, and by single districts. 
Such districts shall be numbered from one to thirty-two, 
inclusive; each of which shall choose one Senator. No county 
shall be divided in the formation of Senate districts, except 
such county shall be equitably entitled to two or more Sen- 
ators. * 

Sec. 3. The House of Representatives shall consist of not 
less than sixty-four, nor more than one hundred members. 
Representatives shall be chosen for two years and by single 
districts. Each Representative district shall contain, as nearly 
as may be, an equal number of inhabitants, exclusive of per- 
sons of Indian decent who are not civilized, or are members 
of any tribe, and shall consist of convenient and contiguous 
territory; but no township or city shall be divided in the 
formation of a Representative district. When any township 
or city shall contain a population which entitles it to more 
than one Representative, then such township or city shall 
elect by general ticket, the number of Representatives to 
to which it is entitled. Each county hereafter organized, with 
such territory as may be attached thereto, shall be entitled to 
a separate Representative, when it has attained a population 
equal to a moiety of the ratio of representation. In every 
county entitled to more than one Representative, the board of 
supervisors shall assemble at such time and place as the Legis- 
lature shall prescribe, and divide the same into Representative 
districts equal to the number of Representatives to which such 



* The first three Legielataree of the State, from 1835 to 1838, had bat 16 mem- 
re in the Senate, and the last five Legislatnres, under the Constitntion of 
VJ, had hot 22 members in the Senate. Wayne county will now have four 
-Btorial districta; Kent two and Saginaw two. 
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county is entitled by law, and shall cause to be filed in the 
offices of the Secretary of State and clerk of such county, a 
description of such Representative districts, specifying the 
number of each district and population thereof, according to 
the last preceding enumeration.* 

t Sec. 4. The Legislature shall provide by law for an enu- 
meration of the inhabitants in the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four, and every ten years thereafter; and at the first ses- 
sion after each enumeration so made, and also at the first 
session after eacff enumeration by the authority of the United 
States, the Legislature shall re-arrange the Senate Districts 
and apportion anew the Representatives among the counties 
and districts, according to the number of inhabitants, exclu- 
sive of persons of Indian descent who are not civilized, or are 
members of any tribe. Each apportionment, and the division 
into Representative districts by any board of supervisors shall 
remain unaltered until the return of another enumeration. 

Sec. 5. Senators and Representative shall be citizens of the 
United States, and qualified electors J in the respective coun- 
ties and districts which they represent. A removal from their 
respective counties or districts shall be deemed a vacation of 
their office. 



* The first thr*»e Le^islatnres of the State had 50 representatives each; the 
foorth, 58; the fifth and sixth, 52 each; the seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth, 
68 each: the twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth, 66 each; the six- 
teenth, 68; the seventeenth, 71: and soon increasing until in 1864 the number 
reached lOO, the constitutional limit. The city of Detroit has seven represent- 
atives. There are 9.^ representative districta in the State. The senatorial dis- 
tricts were arranged by the Le^rislature; the new representative districts by the 
yarions boards of supervisors in October, 1891. 

t Amendment afirreed to by the Legislature of 1869, approved by the people at 
the general election of 1870. The word tohite was stricken out before 
inhnhitant, 

t For qualifications of electors, see Art. VII. of the Constitution. 
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Sec. 6. No person holding any office under the United 
States, or any county office, except notaries public, officers of 
the militia, and officers elected by townships, shall be eligible 
to or have a seat in either house of the Legislature; and all 
votes given for any such person shall be void. 

Sec. 7. Senators and Representatives shall, in all cases, 
except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged 
from arrest. They shall not be subject to any civil process 
during the session of the Legislature, or for fifteen days next 
before the commencement and after the termination of each 
session. They shall not be questioned in any other place for 
any speech in either house. 

Sec. 8. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum 
to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day 
to day, and compel the attendance of absent members, in 
such manner and under such penalties as each house may 
prescribe. 

Sec. 9. Each house shall choose its own officers,* determine 
the rules of its proceedengs, and judge of the qualifications, 
election, and returns of its members; and may with the con- 
currence of two-thirds of all the members elected, expel a 
member. No member shall be expelled a second time for the 
same cause, nor for any cause known to his constituents ante- 
cedent to his election. The reason for such expulsion shall be 

*The officers of the House of Bepresentatives are: The speaker, or presiding 
officer, who is chosen from the members elect, and has a vote on all qoestions; 
a speaker pro tempore; a clerk of the House; a joarnai clerk; an enrollinjsr 
clerk; an engrossing clerk; a sergeant-at-arms, and various others. The duties 
of these officers are the same as corresponding officers in Congress. The officers 
of the Senate are: President; president pro tern.; secretary, clerks, etc., as in 
the House. The Ldeutenant-Goyemor is president of the Senate, and votes in 
cases of tie only. 
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entered upon the journal, with the names of the members 
voting on the question.* 

Sec. 10. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, 
and publish the same, except such parts as may require secrecy. 
The yeas and nays of the members of either house, on any 
question, shall be entered on the journal at the request of 
one-fifth of the members elected. Any member of either house 
may dissent from and protest against any act proceeding, or 
resolution which he may deem injurious to any person or the 
public, and have the reason of his dissent entered on the 
journal. 

Sec. 11. In all elections by either house, or in joint conven- 
tion, the votes shall be given viva voce. All votes on nomina- 
tions to the Senate shall be taken by yeas and nays, and 
published with the journal of its proceedings. 

Sec. 12. The doors of each house shall be open, unless the 
public welfare requires secrecy. Neither house shall, without 
the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, 
nor to any other place than where the Legislature may then 
be in session. 

Sec. 13. Bills may originate in either house of the Legisla- 
ture. 

Sec. 14. Every bill and concurrent resolution, except of 
adjournment, passed by the Legislature, shall be presented to 
the Governor before it becomes a law. If he approve, he shall 
sign it; but if not, he shall return it with his objections to the 
house in which it originated, which shall enter the objections 

*ThiiB far bat one member has been expelled. The Legielatore of 1887 e3(- 
polled Milo H. Dakin for misdemeaaors. 
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at large upon their journal and reconsider it. On such recon- 
sideration, if two- thirds of the members elected agree to pass 
the bill, it shall be sent with the objections to the other house* 
by which it shall be reconsidered. If approved by two-thirds 
of the members elected to that house, it shall become a law. 
In such case the vote of both houses shall be determined by 
yeas and nays; and the names of the members voting for and 
against the bill shall be entered on the journals of each house 
respectively. If any bill be not returned by the Governor 
within ten days, Sundays excepted, after it has been pre- 
sented to him, the same shall become a law, in like manner as 
if he had signed it unless the Legislature, by their adjourn- 
ment, prevent its return; in which case it shall not become a 
law. The Governor, may approve, sign, and file in the office 
of Secretary of State, within five days after the adjournment 
of the Legislature, any act passed during the last five days of 
the session; and the same shall become a law. 

Sec. 15. The compensation of the members of the Legis- 
lature shall be three dollars per day for actual attendance, and 
when absent on account of sickness,* but the Legislature may 
allow extra compensation to the members from the territory of 
the Upper Peninsula, not exceeding two dollars per day during 
the session, t When convened in extra session, their compen- 
sation shall be three dollars a day for the first twenty days 
and nothing thereafter; and they shall legislate on no other 
subjects than those expressly stated in the Governor's procla- 

* It is customary for oar State to allow legislators pay for Sondays, and fo 
all recesses or iDtermiftsioDS. 

+ A^mendment agreed to by the Legislatare of 1859, approved by the people in 
1860. The Legislature of 1885 refused to vote this extra compensation. 
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mation, or submitted to them by special message.* They shall 
be entitled to ten cents and no more for every mile actually 
traveled in going to and returning from the place of meeting, 
' on the usually traveled route; and for stationery and newspa- 
pers not exceeding five dollars for each member during any 
session. Each member shall be entitled to one copy of the 
laws, journals and documents of the Legislature of which he 
was a member; but shall not receive at the expense of the 
State, books, newspapers, or other perquisites of office, not 
expressly authorized by this Constitution. 

Sec. 16. The Legislature may provide by law for the pay- 
ment of postage on all mailable matter received by its mem- 
bers and officers during the sessions of the Legislature, but 
not on any sent or mailed by them, t 

Sec. 17. The President of the Senate and Speaker of the 
House of Representatives shall be entitled to the same per 
diem compensation and mileage as members of the Legisla- 
ture, and no more. 

Sec. 18. No person elected a member of the Legislature 
shall receive any civil appointment within this State, or to the 
Senate of the United States, from the Governor, the Governor 
and Senate, from the Legislature, or any other State Author- 

* Four extra 86881 one were held under the old Conetitation, and ten under 
the new. viz.: 1858, '61, '62, '64, '70, '72, 74 and '82 and '92. The 21pt and 26thLepris- 
latiireB held two extra sessions each. The 2l8t, in '61 and '62, relative to war 
meaanree; the 26th, in '72, relative to the impeachment of Chas. A. Edmands, 
the State Land Commissioner: the extra session of '82 was called to relieve the 
Bofferers by the forest fires of '81. The twenty-day limit of extra sessions is 
easily arranged for by having a second extra session called to meet on the day 
following the adjonrnment of the first. 

tThis section is now a dead letter, as all postage is prepaid at the present 
time. 

8 
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ity, during the term for which he is elected.* All such 
appointments, and all votes given for any person so elected 
for any such office or appointment, shall be void. No member 
of the Legislature shall be interested, directly or indirectly, 
in any contract with the State, or any county thereof, author- 
ized by any law passed during the time for which he is elected, 
nor for one year thereafter. 

Sec. 19. Every bill and- joint resolution shall be read three 
times in each house, before the final passage thereof .f No 
bill or joint resolution shall become a law without the con- 
currence of a majority of all the members elected to each 
house. On the final passage of all bills, the vote shall be by 
yeas and nays, and entered on the journal. 

Sec. 20. No law shall embrace more than one object, which 
shall be expressed in its title. No public act shall take effect 
or be in force until the expiration of ninety days from the end 
of the session at which the same is passed, unless the Legis- 
lature shall otherwise direct by a two-thirds vote of the mem- 
bers elected to each house. 

Sec. 21. The Legislature shall not grant nor authorize extra 
compensation to any public officer, agent or contractor, after 
the service has been rendered or the contract entered into.' 

Sec. 22. The Legislature shall provide by law that the fur- 
nishing of fuel and stationery for the use of the State, the 
printing and binding the laws and journals, all blanks, paper 
and printing for the executive departments, and all other 
printing ordered by the Legislature, shall be let by contract to 

* A Sopreme Court decision of 1891 holds that a member cannot receive sach 
appointment dnring the fall two years for which he was chosen, even though he 
resigns his office as legislator. 

t The first and second readings of the bills are nsoally by title only. 
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the lowest bidder or bidders, who shall give adequate and 
satisfactory security for the performance thereof. The Legis- 
lature shall prescribe by law the manner in which the State 
printing shall be executed, and the accounts rendered therefor; 
and shall prohibit all charges for constructive labor. They 
shall not rescind nor alter such contract, nor release the per- 
son or persons taking the same, or his or their sureties, from 
the performance of any of the conditions of the contract. No 
member of the Legislature, nor officer of the State shall be 
interested, directly or indirectly, in any such contract. 

Sec. 23. The Legislature shall not authorize, by private or 
special law, the sale or conveyance of any real estate belong- 
ing to any person; nor vacate nor alter any road laid out by 
commissioners of highways, or any street in any city or village, 
or in any recorded town plat. 

Sec. 24. The Legislature may authorize the employment of 
a chaplain for the State Prison; but no money shall be appro- 
priated for the payment of any religious services in either 
house of the Legislature. 

Sec. 25. No law shall be revised, altered, or amended by 
reference to its title only; but the act revised, and the section 
or sections of the act altered or amended shall be refinacted 
and published at length. 

Sec. 26. Divorces shall not be granted by the Legislature. 

Sec. 27. The Legislature shall not authorize any lottery, nor 
permit the sale of lottery tickets. 

Sec. 28. No new bill shall be introduced into either house 
of the Legislature after the first fifty days of the session shall 
have expired.* 

^Amendment aarreed to by the Legislatnre of 18!S9, and approved by the 
people in VSBO, The Constitution of 1837 did not contain this limlts.tlQa. 
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Sec. 29. In case of a contested election, the person only 
shall receive from the State per diem compensation and mile- 
age who is declared to be entitled to a seat by the houee in 
which the contest takes place. 

Sec. 30. No collector, holder or disburser of public moneys 
shall have a seat in the Legislature, or be eligible to any office 
of trust or profit under this State, until he shall have accounted 
for and paid over, as provided by law, all sums for whi(^ he 
may be liable. 

Sec. 31. The Legislature shall not audit nor allow any 
private claim or account. 

Sec. 32. The Legislature on the day of final adjournment, 
shall adjourn at twelve o'clock noon. 

Sec. 33. The Legislature shall meet at the seat of govern- 
ment on the first Wednesday in January, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, and on the first 
Wednesday of January in every second year thereafter, and 
at no other place or time, unless as provided in the Constitu- 
tion of the State, and shall adjourn without day at such time 
as the Legislature shall fix by concurrent resolution.* 

Sec. 34. The election of Senators and Kepresentatives pur- 
suant to the provisions of this Constitution, shall be held on 
the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of November, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, and on the 
Tuesday succeeding the first Monday in November of every 
second year thereafter. 

Sec. 35. The Legislature shall not establish a State paper. 
Every newspaper in the State which shall publish all the gen- 

* As amended by' Joint Resolution, No. 18, Laws of 1859, p. 1105. T?*«--<%nl 
election of 1860. Under the Constitntion of J 837 the Legislature met the fini 
Monday in Janoary of every year. 
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eral laws of any seBsion within forty days of their passage 
shall be entitled to receive a sum not exceeding fifteen dollars 
therefor. 

Sec. 36. The Legislature shall provide for the speedy pub- 
lication of all the statute laws of a public nature, and of such 
judicial decisions as it may deem expedient. All laws and 
judicial decision shall be free for publication by any person. 

Seo. 37. The Legislature may declare the cases in which 
any office shall be deemed vacant, and also the manner of 
filling the vacancy where no provision is made for that pur- 
pose in this Constitution. 

Sec, 38. The Legislature may confer upon organized town- 
8liii>B, incorporated cities and villages, and upon the Boards of 
Supervisors of the several counties such powers of a local, 
legislative and administrative character, as they may deem 
proper. 

Sec. 39. The Legislature shall pass no law to prevent any 
body from worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates 
of his own conscience, or to compel any person to attend, erect, 
or support any place of religious worship, or to pay tithes, 
taxes, or other rates for the support of any minister of the 
gospel or teacher of religion. 

Sec. 40. No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the 
treasury for the benefit of any religious sect or society, theo- 
logical or religious seminary, nor shall property belonging to 
the State be appropriated for any such purpose. 

Sec. 41. The Legislature shall not diminish or enlarge the 
civil or political rights, privileges and capacities of any person 
on account of his opinion or belief concerning matters of 
religion. 



^ 
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Sec. 42. No law shall ever be passed to restrain or abridge 
the liberty of speech or of the press; but every person may 
freely speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, 
being responsible for the abuse of such right. 

Sec. 43. The Legislature shall pass no bill of attainder, ex 
post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts. 

Sec. 44. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus remains, 
and shall not be suspended by the Legislature, except in case 
of rebellion or invasion the public safety require it. 

Sec. 45. The assent of two-thirds of the members elected 
to each house of the Legislature shall be requisite to every bill 
appropriating the public money or property for local or private 
purposes. 

Sec. 46. The Legislature may authorize a trial by a jury of 
a less number than twelve men.* 

[I Sec. 47. The Legislature shall not pass any act author- 
izing the grant of license for the sale of ardent spirits or other 
intoxicating liquors.] 

Sec. 48. The style of the laws shall be, "The People of the 
State of Michigan enact." 

ARTICLE V. 

executive department. 

Section 1. The executive power is vested in a Governor, 
who shall hold his office for two years. A Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor shall be chosen for the same term. 

* Jastice coort jaries consist of six men. In case of death or sickness of 
jurors, cases may be tried even by nine in a jory of twelve, or foor in a jury of 
six. This does not apply to criminal cases. 

t By amendment proposed by the Legislature of 1875, and approved by the 
people at the general election of 1876. Section 47, Article lY., was stricken out. 
It prohibited the license of the sale of intoxicating liquors. In 1887 the people 
voted not to re-insert a prohibitory clause. 
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Seo. 2. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor 
or Lieutenant Governor who has not been five years a citizen 
of the United States, and a resident of this State two years 
next preceding his election; nor shall any person be eligible 
to either office who has not attained the age of thirty years.* 

Sec. 3. The Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be 
elected at the times and places of choosing the members of 
the Legislature. The person having the highest number of 
votes for Governor or Lieutenant Governor shall be elected. 
In case two or more persons shall have an equal and the high- 
est number of votes for Governor or Lieutenant Governor, the 
Legislature shall, by joint vote, choose one of such persons. 

Sec. 4. The Governor shall be Commander-in-chief of the 
military and naval forces, and may call out such forces to exe- 
cute the laws, to suppress insurrection and to repel invasion. 

Sec. 5. He shall transact all necessary business with officers 
of government, and may require information in writing from 
the officers of the executive department, upon any subject 
relating to the duties of their respective offices. 

Sec. 6. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully exe- 
cuted. 

Sec. 7. He may convene the Legislature on extraordinary 
occasions. 

Sec. 8. He shall give to the Legislature, and, at the close of 
his official term, to the next Legislature, information by mes- 
sage of the condition of the State, and recommend such meas- 
ures to them as he shall deem expedient. 

* Under the old Conetitution the age was not specified, and the first Governor 
of the State was scarcely 25 years of age when elected. No person not a native- 
bom citizen has filled the office thos far. 
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Sec. 9. He may convene the Legislature at some other 
place when the seat of government becomes dangerous from 
disease or a common enemy. 

Sec. 10. Ho shall issue writs of election to fill such vacan- 
cies as occur in the Senate or House of Kepresentatives. 

Sec. 11. He may grant reprieves, commutations, and par- 
dons after convictions, for all offenses except treason and 
cases of impeachment, upon such conditions, and with such 
restrictions and limitations, as he may think proper, subject to 
regulations provided by law relative to the manner of applying 
for pardons.* Upon conviction for treason, he may suspend 
the execution of the sentence until the case shall be reported 
to the Legislature at its next session, when the Legislature 
shall either pardon or commute the sentence, direct the execu- 
tion of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve. He shall 
communicate to the Legislature at each session information of 
each case of reprieve, commutation, or pardon granted, and the 
reason therefor. 

Sec. 12. In case of the inpeachment of the Governor, his 
removal from office, death, inability, resignation, or absence 
from the State, the powers and duties of the office shall 
devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor, for the residue of the 
term, or until the disability ceases. When the Governor shall 
be out of the State in time of war, at the head of a military 
force thereof, he shall continue Commander-in-chief of all the 
military forces of the State. 

Sec. 13, During a vacancy in the office of Governor, if the 
Lieutenant Governor die, resign, or be impeached, displaced, 
be incapable of performing the duties of the office, or absent 

* Under act of 1891 the central board of inspectors acts as advisory board 
of pardons. See '* Boards,'* p. 70. 
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from the State, the President pro tempore of the Senate shall 
act as Governor until the vacancy be filled, or the disability 
cease* 

Seo. 14. The Lieutenant Governor shall, by virtue of his 
office, be President of the Senate. In committee of the whole 
he may debate all questions; and when there is an equal 
division he shall give the casting vote. 

Seo. 15. No member of Congress nor any person holding 
office under the United States or this State shall execute the 
office of Giovern^jB*'' 

Sec. 16. No person elected Governor or Lieutenant Governor 
shall be eligible to any office or appointment from the Legisla- 
ture, or either house thereof, during the time for which he was 
elected. All votes for either of them, for any such office, shall be 
void. 

Sec. 17. The Lieutenant Governor and president of the Senate 
pro tempore^ when performing the duties of Governor, shall 
receive the same compensation as the Governor. 

Sec. 18. All official acts of the Governor, his approval of the 
laws excepted, shall be authenticated by the great seal of the 
State, which shall be kept by the Secretary of State. 

Sec. 19. All commissions issued to persons holding office 
under the provisions of this constitution shall be in the name 
and by the authority of the people of the State of Michigan, 
sealed with the great seal of the State, signed by the Governor, 
and countersigned by the Secretary of State.! 

*See LegiBlative Jouroal for 1887, p. 51. 

tFor the list of assistant execotive officers of the State, see Art. YIII., and 
for salaries see Art. IX. For duties of officers, see Chap. II. It may be best 
f or the stadent to complete the subject of the Executive Department before 
taking up the study of Art. VI. See {Synopses for Review, pp. 9tf-102. 
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ARTICLE VI. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The judicial power is vested in one Supreme 
Court, in circuit courts, in probate courts, and in justices of 
the peace. Municipal courts of criminal and civil jurisdiction 
may be established by the Legislature in cities. 

Sec. 2. For the term of six years and thereafter until the 
Legislature otherwise provide, the judges of the several circuit 
courts shall be Judges of the Supreme Court, four of whom 
shall constitute a quorum. A concurrence of three shall be 
necessary to a final decision. After six years the Legislature 
may provide by law for the organization of a Supreme Court, 
with the jurisdiction and powers prescribed in this Constitu- 
tion, to consist of one Chief Justice and three Associate Jus- 
tices, to be chosen by the electors of the State. Such Supreme 
Court, when so organized, shall not be changed or discontinued 
by the Legislature for eight years thereafter. The judges 
thereof, shall be so classified that but one of them shall go 
out of office at the same time. The term of office shall be 
eight years.* 

Sec. 3. The Supreme Court shall have a general superin- 
tending control over all inferior courts, and shall have power 
to issue writs of error, habeas corpus, mandamus, quo war- 
ranto, procedendo, and other original and remedial writs, and 
to hear and determine the same. In all other cases it shall 
have appellate jurisdiction only.! 

* The conrt thus provided for went into operation Jannary 1, 1858. The judge 
whose term of office first expires, is Chief Jostice daring the last two years of 
his term. The Legislatore of 1887 passed an act increasing the number of jus- 
tices to five, with a term of ten years. The fifth jadge was elected at the April 
election, 1>87. 

tFor defijiitions of the foregoing law terms consult an unabridged dic- 
tioDiay, 
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Seo. 4. Four terms of the Supreme Court shall be held 
annually at such times and places as may be designated by 
law.* 

Sec. 5. The Supreme Court shall by general rules establish, 
modify and amend the practice in such court and in the circuit 
courts and simplify the same. The legislature shall, as as far 
practicable, abolish distinctions between law and equity proceed- 
ings. The office of master in chancery is prohibited. 

Sec. 6. The State shall be divided into judicial circuits, in 
each of which the electors thereof shall elect one circuit judge 
who shall hold his office for the term of six years, and until his 
successor is ^ected and qualified. The Legislature may provide 
for the election of more than one circuit judge in the judicial 
circuit in which the city of Detroit is or may be situated, and in 
the judicial circuit in which the county of Saginaw is or may 
be situated, and the judicial circuit in which the county of Kent 
is or may be situated, and the circuit judge or judges of said cir- 
cuits, in addition to the salary provided by this Constitution, 
shall receive from their respective counties such additional 
salary as may from time to time be fixed and determined by 
the board of supervisors of said county. And the board of 
supervisors of each county in the Upper Peninsula is hereby 
authorized and empowered to give and pay to the circuit judge 
of the judicial circuit in which such county is attached such 
additional salary or compensation as may from time to time 
be fixed and determined by such board of supervisors, t 



*The terms are now held at LaDsing, banning on the Tnesdays after the 
first Mondays in Janaary, April, Jnne and Octuber. 

t Amendments proposed by the legislatures of 18S1, 1887, and 1889, and rati- 
fied by the people of 1881, 1887, and 1889. There are at this time (189i), thirty- 
three circQit coarts in the State- Detroit has four circait jad(|[es. The Legis- 
latore of 1879 gave Kent and ISaginaw coTrntioft eA&\i^ «feRQi\i^^\s&^^^^^^%^* 



i 
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Seo. 7. The legislature may alter the limit of circuits, or 
increase the number of the same. No alteration or increase 
shall have the effect to remove a judge from office. In every 
additional circuit established, the judge shall be elected by 
the electors of such circuit, and his term of office shall con- 
tinue as provided in this Constitution for judges of the circuit 
court. 

Seo. 8. The circuit courts shall have original jurisdiction in 
all matters, civil and criminal, not excepted in this Constitu- 
tion, and not prohibited by law; and appellate jurisdiction 
from all inferior courts and tribunals, and a supervisory con- 
trol of the same. They shall also have power to issue writs 
of habeas corpus, mandamus, injunction, quo warranto, certi- 
orari, and other writs necessary to carry into effect their 
orders, judgments and decrees, and give them a general control 
over inferior courts and tribunals within their respective 
jurisdictions.* 

Seo. 9. Each of the judges of the circuit courts shall 
receive a salary, payable quarterly .1 They shall be ineligible 
to any other than a judicial office during the term for which 
they are elected, and for one year thereafter. All votes for 
any person elected such judge for any office other than judi- 
cial, given either by the Legislature or the people, shall be 
void. 

Sec. 10. The Supreme Court may appoint a reporter of its 
decisions.^ The decisions of the Supreme Court shall be in 



* The circait coort has jarisdiction in all civil cases where the amount in con- 
troversy exceeds $100, and general jarisdiction in criminal cases. 

j* Two thousand five handred dollars per year. 

i The officers of the iSapreme Coart are chosen by that body, and consist of a 
clerk, crier, reporter and attorney. The annual salary of each Supreme Judge 
J5 $5,000, 
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writing, and signed by the Judges concurring therein. Any 
Judge dissenting therefrom, shall give the reason of such dis- 
sent in writing, under his signature. All such opinions shall 
be filed in the oflBce of the clerk of the Supreme Court. 
The judges of the circuit court, within their respective juris- 
dictions, may fill vacancies in the oflBce of county clerk and of 
prosecuting attorney;'* but no Judge of the Supreme Court, or 
circuit court, shall exercise any other power of appointment to 
public office. 

Sec. 11. A circuit court shall be held at least twice in each 
year in every county organized for judicial purposes, and four 
times in each year in counties containing ten thousand inhabi- 
tants. Judges of the circuit court may hold courts for each 
other, and shall do so when required by law. * 

fSEO. 12. The clerk of each county organized for judicial 
purposes shall be the clerk of the circuit court of such county, 
The Supreme Court shall have power to appoint a clerk for such 
Supreme Court. 

Sec. 13. In each of the counties organized for judicial pur- 
poses, there shall be a court of probate. The judge of such 
court shall be elected by the electors of the county in which he 
resides, and shall hold his office for four years, and until his 
successor is elected and qualified. The jurisdiction, powers, 
and duties of such court shall be prescribed by law. J 

Sec. 14. When a vacancy occurs in the office of Judge of 
the Supreme, circuit, or probate court, it shall be filled by 

*Each judge appoints, two years in advance, the time for holding coort in 
his circnit. 

fAs amended by Joint Resolation No. 5, Laws of 1881, i>. 408. Ratified, 
Section April, 1881. Hee proposed amendment Joint Resolation No. 90, Laws 
of 1877. p, 289. 

^Probate comes from probare. to prove, and the jadgee of probate have the 
power to take the probate of wills, grant adminl8tratlon.Qt «&ta.^^«&>^ia^'«:^;v^sj^ 



26 CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

appointment of the Governor, which shall continue until a suc- 
cessor is elected and qualified. When elected, such successor 
shall hold his oflBce the residue of the unexpired term. 

Seo. 15. The Supreme Court, the circuit, and probate courts 
of each county shall be courts of records, and shall have a 
common seal. 

Sec. 16. The Legislature may provide by law for the elec- 
tion of one or more persons in each organized county, who may 
be vested with judicial powers, not exceeding those of a judge 
of the circuit court at chambers.* 

Sec. 17. There shall be not exceeding four justices of the 
peace in each organized township. They shall be elected by 
the electors of the township, and shall hold their offices for 
four years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. 
At the first election in any township, they shall be classified as 
shall be prescribed by law. A justice elected to fill a vacancy 
shall hold his office for the residue of the unexpired term* 
The Legislature may increase the number of justices iu cities."}* 

Sec. 18. In civil cases, justices of the peace shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction to the amount of one hundred dollars, 

gaardianR to minora and other peraons. Appeals from this court are made to 
the circait court. The probate judge is a State officer, aod his salcur, though 
paid by the county, is fixed by the State. For those counties having a popniii- 
tion not-ie88 than 7U,UU0. $2,U00. In counties having a population less than 
70,000, and more than 40,000 inhabitants, $1,500; S(),000 to 40,000, $1,300; 20,000 to 
90,000, $1,100: L^.OOO to 20,000, $900; 10,000 to 15,000, $750, etc. Wayne county 
judge of probate receives $8,500. 

* This provides for Circuit Court Commissioners. They are the assistants of 
the court, having the same powers as the ^udge would have when out of court, 
viz.: taking and discharging bail in certain cases, taking testimony, etc. Stated 
fees are allowed them for services. Attorneys only are eligible to the office. In 
counties of 20.000 inhabitants or more, two commissioners are chosen. Vacan- 
cies in this office are filled by the Governor. 

t At the firet election in a township, the four peraons who have been elected 
as justices, are classified by drawing lots— pieces of paper on which are written 
one, two. three, four, are placed in a box and each justice draws from it— the 
length of term to be serypd depending upon the lot drawn. Full term justioea 
CO into office on the Fourth of JtUy next foUowing the townihip eleotiont 
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and concurrent jurisdiction to the amount of three hundred 
dollars, which may be increased to five hundred dollars, with 
such exceptions and restrictions as may be provided by law. 
They shall also have such criminal jurisdiction, and perform 
such duties, as shall be prescribed by the Legislature.* 

Sec. 19. Judges of the Supreme Court, circuit judges, and 
justices of the peace shall be conservators of the peace within 
their respective jurisdictions. 

Sec. 20. The first election of judges of the circuit courts 
shall be held on the first Monday in April one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty -one, and every sixth year thereafter. When- 
ever an additional circuit is created, provision shall be made 
to hold the subsequent election of such additional judge at 
the regular elections herein provided. 

Sec. 21. The first election of Judges of the probate courts 
shall be held on the Tuesday succeeding the first Monday of 
November, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, and 
every fourth year thereafter. 

Sec. 22. Whenever a judge shall remove beyond the limits 
of the jurisdiction for which he was elected, or a justice of 
the peace from the township in which he was elected, or by a 
change in the boundaries of such township shall be placed 
without the same, they shall be deemed to have vacated their 
respective oflBces. 

Sec. 23. The Legislature may establish courts of concilia- 
tion with such powers and duties as shall be prescribed by 
law. 

* Jasticee issae warrants and orders, administer oaths, solemnize marriages* 
and try criminal cases of minor importance, such as larceny when the sam 
stolen does not ezcepd $25, assault and battery, etc. A justice may try offenses 
ocnnmitted in neighboring townships of the same coonty. He is paid by fees. 
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Sec. 24. Any suitor in any court of this State shall have 
the right to prosecute or defend his suit, either in his own 
proper person, or by an attorney or agent of his choice. 

Sec. 25. In all prosecutions for libels, the truth may be 
given in evidence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the 
jury that the matter charged as libelous is true, and was pub- 
lished with good motives and for justifiable ends, the party 
shall be acquitted. The jury shall have the right to determine 
the law and the fact. 

Sec. 26. The person, houses, papers, and possessions of every 
person shall be secure from unreasonable searches and seizures. 
No warrant to search any place or to seize any person or 
things shall issue without describing them, nor without prob- 
able cause, supported by oath or aflBrmation. 

Sec. 27. The right of trial by jury shall remain, but shall 
be deemed to be waived in all civil cases, unless demanded by 
one of the parties in such manner as shall be prescribed by 
law. 

Sec 28. In every criminal prosecution the accused shall 
have the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial 
jury, which may consist of less than twelve men in all courts 
not of record; to be informed of the nature of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have cona- 
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and have 
the assistance of counsel for his defense. 

Sec. 29. No person, after acquittal upon the merits, shall be 
tried for the same offense. All persons shall, upon conviction, 
be bailable by sufficient sureties, except for murder and treason, 
when the proof' is evident or the presumption great. 

* For farther description of jariee, see Chap. VU.i p, 81. 
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Seo. 90. Treason against the State shall consist only in levy- 
ing w^ar against, or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason, unless 
upon the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or 
on confession in open court. 

Sec. 31. Excessive bail shall not be required; excessive fines 
shall not be imposed; cruel or unusual punishment shall not be 
inflicted; nor shall witnesses be unreasonably detained. 

Sec. 32. No person shall be compelled in any criminal case, 
to be a witness against himself, nor to be deprived of life, lib- 
erty, or property, without due process of law. 

Sec. 33. No person shall be imprisoned for debt rising out 
of or founded on a contract, expressed or implied, except in 
cases of fraud or breach of trust, or of moneys collected by 
public officers, or in any professional employment. No person 
shall be imprisoned for a militia fine in time of peace. 

Sec. 34. No person shall be rendered incompetent to be a 
witness on account of his opinion on n;iatters of religious belief. 

Sec. 35. The style of all process shall be: "In the name of 
the People of the State of Michigan." 

ARTICLE VII. 

ELECTIONS. 

♦Section 1. In all elections, every male citizen, every male 
inhabitant residing in the State on the twenty-fourth day of 
June, one thousand- eight hundred and thirty -five; every male 
inhabitant residing in the State on the first day of January, 

*As amended by Joint RpBolntion No. 26. Lawe of 1865, p. 794; ratified elec- 
tion of 1M6 ; and also amended by Joint Reiolntion No. 42, Laws of 1869, p. 426, 
ratified election of 1870. 
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one thousand eight hundred and fifty, who has declared his 
intention to become a citizen of the United States, pursuant 
to the laws thereof, six months preceding ap election, or who 
has resided in this State two years and six months, and 
declared his intention * as aforesaid, and every civilized male 
inhabitant if Indian decent, a native of the United States, 
and not a member of any tribe, shall be an elector and 
entitled to vote; but no citizen or inhabitant shall be an elec- 
tor, or entitled to vote at any election, unless he shall be above 
the age of twenty-one years, and has resided in this State 
three months, and in the township or ward in which he offers 
to vote, ten days next preceding such election: Provided, 
That in time of war, insurrection, or rebellion, no qualified 
elector in the actual military service of the United States, or 
of this State, in the army or navy thereof, shall be deprived 
of his vote by reason of his absence from the township, ward, 
or State in which he resides; and the Legislature shall have 
the power, and shall provide the manner in which, and the 
time and place at which, such absent electors may vote, and 
for the canvass and return of their votes to the township or 
ward election district in which they respectively reside, or 
otherwise. 

Sec. 2. All votes shall be given by ballot, except for such 
township officers as may be authorized by law to be otherwise 
chosen, "f 

Sec. 3. Every elector, in all cases, except treason, felony, or 
breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest during his 

* The right of soffrage is thus granted to persons before they have become 
citizens of the United States. For qoalifications of voters at school meetings, 
aee Chap. VI.. p. 78. 

tOverseem of highwajs, or pathmasters, are chosen by yea and nay vote, nsa- 
ally at the noon intenniiaion on town meeting day. 
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attendance at election, and in going to and returning from 
the same. 

Sec. 4. No elector shall be obliged to do military duty on 
the day of election except in time of war or public danger; or 
attend court as a suitor or witness. 

Seo. 5. No elector shall be deemed to have gained or lost ti 
residence, by reason of his being employed in the service of 
the United States, or of this State; nor while engaged in the 
navigation of the waters of this State or of the United States, 
or of the high seas; nor while a student of any seminary of 
learning; nor while kept at any almshouse or other asylum at 
public expense; nor while confined in any public prison. 

Sec. 6. Laws may be passed to preserve the purity of elec- 
tions, and guard against abuses of the elective franchise.* 

Sec. 7. No soldier, seaman, nor marine in the army or navy 
of the United States, shall be deemed a resident of this State, 
in consequence of being stationed in any military or naval 
place within the same. 

Sec. 8. Any inhabitant who may hereafter be engaged in a 
duel, either as principal or accessory before the fact, shall be 
disqualified from holding any ofSce under the Constitution 
and laws of this State, and shall not be permitted to vote at 
any election. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

STATE OFFICERS. 

Section 1. There shall be elected at each general biennial 
election, a Secretary of State, a Superintendent of Public 

*For further explanations of elections, see Chap. YII., p. 82. 
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Instruction, a State Treasurer, a Commissioner of the Land 
office, an Auditor General, and an Attorney General for the 
term of two years. They shall keep their offices at the seat 
of government, and perform such duties as may be prescribed 
by law.* 

Sec. 2. Their term of office shall commence on the first day 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, and 
of every second year thereafter. 

Sec. 3. Whenever a vacancy shall occur in any of the 
State offices, the Governor shall fill the same by appointment, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate if in 
session. 

Seo. 4. The Secretary of State, State Treasurer and CJom- 
missioner of the State Land Office shall ponstitute a Board of 
State Auditors, to examine and adjust all claims against the 
State, not otherwise provided for by general law. They shall 
constitute a Board of State Canvassers, to determine the result 
of all elections for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and State 
officers, and of such other officers as shall by law be referred 
to them. 

Seo. 5. In case two or more persons have an equal and the 
highest number of votes for any office, as canvassed by the 
Board of State Canvassers, the Legislature in joint convention 
shall choose one of said persons to fill such office. When the 
determination of the Board of State Canvassers is contested, 
the Legislature in joint convention shall decide which person 
is elected. 



^Member of State Board of Edacatioa is elected at this election ; see Art. 
ZIU., 3ec. 9 For daties of these officers, see Chap. II., p. 67. 



CIVIL GOVEBNMENT. 33 

ARTICLE IX. 

SALARIES. 

♦Section 1. The Governor shall receive an annual salary of 
four thousand dollars f; the judges of the circuit court shall 
each receive an annual salary of two thousand five hundred 
dollars; the State Treasurer shall receive an annual salary of 
one thousand dollars ; the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
shall receive an annual salary of one thousand dollars; the 
Secretary of State shall receive an annual salary of eight 
hundred dollars; the Commissioner of the Land Office shall 
receive an annual salary of eight hundred dollars; the Attor- 
ney General shall receive an annual salary of twety-five hundred 
dollars4 They shall receive no fees or perquisites whatever for 
the performance of any duties connected with their office. It 
shall not be competent for the Legislature to increase the sala- 
ries herein provided. 

ARTICLE X. 

COUNTIES. 

§ Section 1. Each organized county shall be a body corpo- 
rate, with such powers and immunities as shall be established 

% «A8 amended by Joint Resolution No. 28, 1881, p. 422. Ratified at election 1882. 
In amending this so as to give the circuit jadgMs $2,500, the oilier* of Auditor 
General was accidentally omitted. The Legislature, therefore, fixed his salaiy 
at $2,000 per year. For salaries of deputies and subordinates, see Chap. Vlll, 
p. 84. 

tBy amendment adopted April 1, 1889, the Oovernor's salary was increased 
from $1,000 to $4,000 per annum. 

XBj amendment akdopted April 6, 1891, the Attorney General's salary was 
increased from iM to $2,500 per annum. 

§rhe state is divided into counties for local self-government and for the gen- 
eral administration cif the laws. There are now 85 counties in Michigan, ail of 
which are or have been organized. Isle Royal has now few inhabitants and her 
connty affairs sj^ associated with Knweenaw. In England tie wc'rd shire is 
eqoivalent to the word county ; in Prussia, province ; in France, department. 
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by law. All suits and proceedings by or against a county shall 
be in the name thereof. 

Sec. 2. No organized county shall ever be reduced by the 
organization of new counties to less than sixteen townships, as 
surveyed by the United States, unless in pursuance of law a 
majority of electors residing in each county to be affected 
thereby shall so decide. The Legislature may organize any 
city into a separate county when it has attained a population 
of twenty thousand inhabitants, without reference to geograph- 
ical extent, when the majority of the electors of a county in 
which such city may be situated, voting thereon, shall be in 
favor of a separate organization. 

Sec. 3. In each organized county there shall be a sheriff, a 
county clerk, a county treasurer, a register of deeds, and a 
prosecuting attorney, chosen by the electors thereof, once in 
two years, and as often as vacancies shall happen, whose duties 
and powers shall be prescribed by law. The board of supervi- 
siors in any county may unite the oflBces of county clerk and 
register of deeds in one oflBce, or disconnect the same.* 

Sec. 4. The sheriff, county clerk, county treasurer, judge of 
probate, and register of deeds shall hold their office at the 
county seat. 

Sec. 5. The sheriff shall hold no other office, and shall be 
incapable of holding the office of sheriff longer than four in 
any period of six years. He may be required by law to renew 
his security from time to time, and in default of giving such 
security his office shall be deemed vacant. The county shall 
never be responsible for his acts. 

* For other county officers and their datiee, eee Chap HI., p. 71. 
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Sec. 6. A board of eupervisors, consisting of one from each 
organized township, shall be established in each county, with 
such powers as shall be prescribed by law.* 

Seo. 7. Cities shall have such representation in the board 
of supervisors of the counties in which they are situated, as 
the legislature may direct,! 

Sec. 8. No county seat once established shall be removed 
until the place to which it is proposed to be removed shall be 
designated by two-thirds of the board of supervisors of the 
county, and a majority of the electors voting thereon shall 
have voted in favor of the proposed location, in such manner 
as shall be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 9. The board of supervisors of any county may borrow 
or raise by tax one thousand dollars, for constructing or repair- 
ing public buildings, highways, or bridges; but no greater sum 
shall be borrowed or raised by tax for such purpose in any one 
year unless authorized by a inajority of the electors of such 
county voting thereon. 

Sec. 10. The board of supervisors, or in the county of 
Wayne the board of county auditors, shall have the exclusive 
exclusive power to prescribe and fix the compensation for all 

*Thi8 board has both legislative and ezecative power. It most meet 
annnally on the second Monday in October, at the coanty seat. It may, and in 
many counties nsaaily does, meet in special sessions one or more times each 
year. A majority of the board is a qaoram. They choose one of their namber 
chairman, flach member receives pay at the rate of three dollars per day for 
the first twelve days on'v of any ctmtinaoos, regular session, six days for any 
adjoarned session, and three days for any special session, of which there can be 
bnt two each year with pay. They receive six cents i>er mile for distance necee- 
Barihr traveled in going to or retnrnin^ from the sessions. 

t Each ward of a city elects a supervisor or alderman, who is usually a mem- 
ber of the board of supervisors. 
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Bervices rendered for, and to adjust all claims against, their 
respective counties, and the sum so fixed or defined shall be 
subject to no appeal.* 

Seo. 11. The board of supervisors of each organized county 
may provide for laying out highways, constructing bridges, and 
organizing townships, under such restrictions and limitations 
as shall be prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE XL 

TOWNSHIPS. 

t Section 1. There shall be elected annually on the first 
Monday of April, in each organized township, one superrisor, 
one township clerk, who shall be ex officio school inspector, 
one commissioner of highways, one township treasurer, one 
school inspector, not exceeding four constables, and one over- 
seer of highways for each highway district, whose powers and 
duties shall be prescribed by law.J 

* The board is, of coarst^. governed by the statates is all cases where the coxn- 
];>eD8ation for services is fixed by law. 

t The township is thp smallest political division of the State. Under act of 
CoQi^resH of May 1^, t79B. the pabiic lands of the United States are surveyed 
into towQships, tracts six miles square. These arn sabdivi'<e(l into sections, 
qnartersections, and lots containing forty acres each. For datles of oiiicers, 
see i 'hap. IV., p. 7'*. 

X The Legislature of 1889 provided for the election annually of a member of 
the Board of Review. For duties, etc., see Chap. lY. p. 74. 
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Sec. 2. Bach organized township ehall be a body cocirarate, 
with Buch powers and duties as shall be prescribed by law. 
All suits and proceedings by or against a township shall be in 
the name thereof. 

TOWNSHIP. 
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ARTICLE XII. 

IMPEACHMENTS AND REMOVALS. 

Section 1. The House of Representatives shall have the 
sole power of impeaching civil officers for corrupt conduct in 
office, or for crimes or misdemeanors; but a majority of the 
members elected shall be necessary to direct an impeachment. 

Sec. 2. Every impeachment shall be tried by the Senate. 
When the Governor or Lieutenant Governor is tried, the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court shall preside. When an im- 
peachment is directed, the Senate shall take an oath or afifir- 
mation truly and impartially to try and determine the same 
according to the evidence. No person shall be convicted with- 
out the concurrence of two-thirds of the members elected. 
Judgment in case of impeachment shall not extend furthor 
than removal from office; but the party convicted shall be 
liable to punishment according to law. 

Sec. 3. When an impeachment is directed, the House of 
Representatives shall elect from their own body three mem- 
bers, whose duty it shall be to prosecute such impeachment. 
No impeachment shall be tried until the final adjournment of 
the Legislature, when the Senate shall proceed to try the same. 

Sec. 4. No judicial officer shall exercise his office after an 
impeachment is directed, until he is acquitted. 

Sec. 5. The Governor may make a provisional appointment, 
to fill a vacancy occasioned by the suspension of an officer, 
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until he shall be acquitted, or until after the election and 
qualification of a successor. 

Sec. 6. For reasonable cause, which shall not be sufficient 
ground for the impeachment of a judge, the Government shall 
remove him on a concurrent resolution of two- thirds of the 
members elected to each House ef the Legislature; but the 
cause for which such removal is required shall be stated at 
length in such resolution. 

Sec. 7. The Legislature shall provide by law for the re- 
moval of any officer elected by a county, township, or school 
district, in such manner and for such cause as to them shall 
seem just and proper.* 

tSEC. 8. The Governor shall have power, and it shall be 
his duty, except at such time as the Legislature may be in 
session, to examine into the condition and administration of 
any public office, and the acts of any public officer, elective or 
appointed, to remove from office for gross neglect of duty, or 
for corrupt conduct in office, or any other misfeasance or mal- 
feasance therein, either of the following State officers, to- wit: 
The Attorney General, State Treasurer, Commissioner of the 
Land Office, Secretary of State, Auditor General, Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction, or members of the State Board of 
Eiducation, or any other officer of the State except legislative 
and judicial, elective or appointed, and to appoint a successor 

*The Gtovemor has the power to remoYe connty^ township, or village officers ; 
the townahip board has the right to remove district officers. 
tAa amended by Joint Besolation No. 15, 1861, p. 588; ratified election of 1862. 
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for the remainder of their respective unexpired term of office, 
and report the cause of such removal to the Legislature at 
its next session. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

EDUCATION. , 

Section 1. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall 
have the general supervision of public instruction,' and his 
duties shall be prescribed by law.* 

Sec. 2. The proceeds from the sales of all lands that have 
been or hereafter may be granted by the United States to the 
State, for educational purposes, and the proceeds of all lands 
or other property given by individuals, or appropriated by the 
State for like purposes, shall be and remain a perpetual fund, 
the interest and income of which, together with the rents of 
all such lands as may remain unsold, shall be inviolably ap- 
propriated and annually applied to the specific objects of the 
original gift, grant or appropriation.! 

Sec. 3. All lands, the title of which shall fail from a defect 
of heirs, shall escheat to the State ; and the interest on the 
clear proceeds from the sale thereof shall be appropriated 
exclusively to the support of primary schools. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature shall, within five years from the 
adoption of this Constitution, provide for and establish a sys- 

*For dnties of this office see Chap. II, p. 68. 

fTbe fond from these lands amonnted Jan. 1, 1893, to $5,503,840.34. The 
income from lands and specific taxes amounted in 1892 to $1.5fi per papiJ. 



CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 41 

tem df primary schools, whereby a school shall be kept "with- 
out charge for tuition, at least three months in each year, in 
every school district in the State; and all instruction in said 
schools shall be conducted in the English language.'^ 

Sec. 5. A school shall be maintained in each school district 
at least three months in each year. Any school district neg- 
lecting to maintain such school, shall be deprived for the 
ensuing year of its proportion of the income of the Primary 
School Fund, and of all funds arising from taxes for the sup- 
port of schools. 

"fSEO. 6. There shall be elected in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-three, at the time of the election of a justice 
of the Supreme Court, eight Regents of the University, two of 
whom shall hold their oflBce for two years, two for four years, 
two for six years, and two for eight years. They shall enter 
upon the duties of their office on the first of January next 
succeeding their election. At every regular election of a jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court thereafter, there shall be elected 
two Regents, whose term of office shall be eight years. When 
a vacancy shall occur in the office of Regent, it shall be filled 
by appointment of the Governor. The Regents thus elected 
shall constitute the Board of Regents of the University of 
Michigan. 



*For description of School system, see Chap. VI. The rate bill was abol- 
ished in this State in 1^69. 

t As amended by Joint Resolution No. 17, Laws of 1861, p. 5S9. Ratified 
election 1^2. - 
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Sec. 7. The Regents of the University, and their suctiessors 
in office, shall continue to constitute the body corporate known 
by the name and title of "The Regents of the University of 
Michigan." 

Sec. 8. The Regents of the University shall, at their first 
annual meeting, or as soon thereafter as may be, elect a 
President of the University, who shall be ex officio a mem- 
ber of their Board, with the privilege of speaking, but not of 
voting. He shall preside at the meeting of the Regents and 
be the principal executive officer of the University. The 
Board of Regents shall have the general supervision of the 
University, and the direction and control of all expenditures 
from the University Interest Fund.* 

Sec. 9. There shall be elected at the general election in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, three 
members of the State Board of Education, one for two years, 
one for four years, and one for six years ; and at each suc- 
ceeding bienniel election there shall be elected one member of 
such Board, who shall hold his office for six years. The 
Superintendent of Public instruction shall be ex officio a 
member and Secretary of such Board. The Board shall have 
the general supervision of the State Normal School, and their 
duties shall be prescribed by law.t 

Sec. 10. Institutions for the benefit of those inhabitants 
who are deaf, dumb, blind or insane, shall always be fostered 
and supported. 

* For description of State iostitations, see Chap. VXI, p. 80. 
tSee State mstitntions, Chap. VII, p. 80. 
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Sec. 11. The Legislature shall encourage the promotion of 
intellectual, scientific, and agricultural improvement; and 
shall, as soon as practicable, provide for the establishment of 
an Agricultural School.* The Legislature may appropriate 
the twenty-two sections of salt spring lands now unappropri- 
ated, or the money arising from the sale of the same, where 
such lands have already been sold, and any land which may 
hereafter be granted or appropriated for such purpose, for the 
support and maintenance of such school, and may make the 
same a branch of the University, for instruction in agriculture 
abd the natural sciences connected therewith, and place the 
same under the supervision of the Regents of the University. 

tSEC. 12. The Legislature shall also provide for the estab- 
lishment of at least one library in each township and city ; 
and all fines assessed and collected in the several counties and 
townships for any breach of the penal laws, shall be exclu- 
sively applied to the support of such libraries, unless otherwise 
ordered by such township board of any township, or the board 
of education of any city : Provided, That in no case shall 
such fines be used for other than library or school purposes. J 

ARTICLE XIV. 

TAXATION AND FINANCE. 

Section 1. All the specific State taxes, except those received 
from the mining companies of the Upper Peninsula, shall bo 

* See State inBtitntions, Chap. VII, p. 80. 

tAa amended by Joint Reeolation No. 25, 1879, p. 812; ratified election of 

t Jnatioes of the peace should tnm these f nnds oyer to the county treainrer, 
and h% Bhonld apportion them among the Tarions townshipB. 
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applied in paying the interest upon the Primary School, 
University, and other educational funds, and the interest and 
principal of the State debt, in the order herein recited, until 
the extinguishment of the State debt, other than the amounts 
due to educational funds, when such 'specific taxes shall be 
added to and constitute a part of the Primary School Interest 
Fund. The Legislature shall provide for an annual tax, suffi- 
cient with other resources, to pay the estimated expense of 
the State government, the interest of the State debt, and such 
deficiency as may occur in*the resources.* 

Sec. 2. The Legislature shall provide by law a sinking fund 
of at least twenty thousand dollars a year, to commence in 
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, with compound interest at the 
rate of six per cent x>er annum, and an annual increase of at 
least five per cent, to be applied solely to the payment and 
extinguishment of the principal of the State debt, other than 
the amounts due to educational funds, and shall be continued 
until the extinguishment thereof. The unfunded debt shall 
not be funded or redeemed at a value exceeding that estab- 
lished by law in one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight.f 

Sec. 3. The State may contract debts to meet deficits in 
revenue. Such debts shall not in the aggregate at any one 
time exceiDd fifty thousand dollars. The moneys so raised 
shall be applied to the purposes for which they were obtained, 
or to the payment of the debts so contracted. 

* Specific taxes are those levied on the basiness done by railroads, insar- 
ance companies, raininf? and tele^o^ph corporations. 

fThe sinklDff fnnd. May 1. 1890, amounted to $229,000.00, when the State 
bonds matured and the sin kin? fond was nsed to take op the bonds ; hanoe 
since May li li^i we have had no sinkixur fond, and no State debt. 
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SeOi 4. The State may contract debts to repel invasion 
suppress insurrection, or defend the State in time of war. 
The money arising from the contracting of such debts shall 
be applied to the purposes for which it was raised, or to 

repay such debts. 

Sec. 5. No money shall be paid out of the Treasury, 
except in pursuance of apportionments made by law. 

Sec. 6. The credit of the State shall not be granted to 
or in aid of any person, association or corporation. 

Sec. 7. No scrip, certificate or other evidence of State 
indebtedness shall be issued, except for the redemption of 
stock previously issued, or for such debts as are expressly 
authorized in this Constitution. 

Sec. 8. The State shall not subscribe to, or be interested 
in, the stock of any company, association, or corporation. 

Seo. 9. The State shall not be a party to, or interested 
in, any work of internal improvement, nor engaged in carry- 
ing on any such work, except in the expenditure of grants 
to the State of land or other property.* 

Sec. 10. The State may continue to collect all specific taxes 
accruing to the Treasury under existing laws. The Legislature 
may provide for the collection of specific taxes from banking, 
railroad, plank road, and other corporations hereafter created. 

Sec. 11. The Legislature shall provide an uniform rule of 
taxation,! excej^t on property paying specific taxes, and taxes 
shall be levied on such property as shall be prescribed by law. 

^The former ezperieoce of the State, from 1837 to 1841, concerning; wild- 
cat banking, railroad and canal building, was not to be permit te'i by this 
Constitotion. 

fThe Legislatore determines the amount of the State tax, and the Auditor 

7 
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Sec. 12 All assessmeDts hereafter authorized shall be on 
property at its cash value.* 

Sec. 13. The Legislature shall provide for an equalization 
by a State Board, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty -one, and every fifth year thereafter, of assessments on 
all taxable property, except that paying specific taxes, f 

Sec. 14. Every law which imposes, continues, or revives a 
tax, shall distinctly state the tax and the object to which 
it is to be applied; and it shall not be sufficiant to refer 
to any other law to fix such tax or object. 

Ocneral apportions it amonflr the conntieci. The Board of Snpervisors dc^ter^ 
miiips the amonnt of the connty tax, and apportions this and the State t«x 
among the townships. The town laeeting and township board determine 
the township tax. and the supervisor apportions this and the State and 
connty tax among the taxpayers of his township. 

*The supervisor assesses the property of his township, or estimates the 
valne of each man*B property. The supervisor and two persons electpd at 
spring election, act as a board of review, to correct errors, hear complaints 
and amend the roll. 

The following property is exempt from taxation: (I) All property belong- 
ing to the United States, the State, county, t«iwnship. village or city. (?) The 
property of all library benevolent, charitable and srit^ntific institutions, 
or (t. a. R. posts. (3) The property of religious s(»cieties; as churches, par- 
sonages, burial grounds. (4) The property of persons, who, by reason of 
infirmity, age or pf>verty. are, in the opinion of the supervisor, unable to 
pay taxes. (.^) $H0 dollars worth of personal property, $150 worth of 
librsry books and $150 worth of musical instruments. 

The township treasurer, city collector or village marshal collects the taxes, 
turning the State and county tax ov»r to the connty trpa»-nrer, who turns 
the State tax over to the State, making his settlement with the Auditor 
General. The school tax is paid over by the co lectors to the aFsessor of 
the district. 'J he time fixed for the collection of t}*xes is the month <if 
December of each year. If the taxes are not paid befoie tl e firi-t of Janu- 
ary, four per cent is added for collection fees. If a person refuses or neg- 
lects to pay his taxes, enough of his property is sc»ld to pay theiti. 

t A Bf>ard of Equalization is to determine if the assessments made in the 
different counties or townships are relatively equal. The Board of super- 
visors equalizes the assessments among the townships, and the State 
b« ard of equ»lization among the counties. The board consists of the 
Lifutenant Governor, Auditor Gerer»«l Secretary of State, State Treasurer, 
('< irmissioner of the Ftate Land CflBce. Each coui>iy of the State usually 
sends a de'epste to represent said county at the time of meeting which 
is the tbdrd Monday in August of the years designated in the Constitution. 
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ARTICLE. XV. 

CORPORATIONS. 

♦Section 1. Corporations may be formed under general 
laws, but shall not be created by special act, except for 
municipal purposes. All laws passed pursuant to this section 
may be amended, altered, or repealed. But the Legislature 
may, by a vote of two-thirds of the members elected to 
each house, create a single bank, with branches. 

*Sec. 2. No general banking law shall have effect until the 
same shall, after its passage, be submitted to a vote of the 
electors of the State at the general election, and be approved 
by a majority of the votes cast thereon at such election. 

fSEC. 3. The officers and stockholders of every corporation 
or association for banking purposes, issuing bank notes or 
paper credits, to circulate as money, shall be individually liar 
ble for all debts contracted during the term of their being offi- 
cers or stockholders of such corporation or association, equally 
and ratably to the extent of their respective shares of stock 
in any such corporation or association. 

*Seo. 4. For all banks organized under general laws, the 
Legislature shall provide for the registry of all bills or notes is- 
sued or put into circulation as money, and shall require secur- 
ity to the full amount of notes and bills so registered, in State 

^Aa amended by Joint Resolation No. 11, 1859, p. 1100. Ratified election 

l^oo. 

t Ab amended by Joint Keeolntion No. 17, 1861, p. 589. Ratified election 
1862. 
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or United States stocks, bearing interest, which shall be de- 
posited with the State Treasurer for the redemption of such 
bills or notes, in specie. 

Sec. 5. In case of the insolvency of any bank or banking 
association, the bill holders thereof shall be entitled to prefer- 
ence in payment over all other creditors of such bank or asso- 
ciation. 

Seo. 6. The Legislature shall pass no law authorizing or 
sanctioning the suspension of specie payments by any person, 
association or corporation. 

Sec. 7. The stockholders of all corporations and joint stock 
associations shall be individually liable for all labor performed 
for such corporation or association. 

Sec. 8. The Legislature shall pass no law altering or amend- 
ing any act of incorporation heretofore granted, without the 
assent of two-thirds of the members elected to each house; nor 
shall any such act be renewed or extended. This restriction 
shall not apply to municipal corporations. 

Sec. 9. The property of no person shall be taken by any 
corporation for public use, without compensation being first 
made or secured in such manner as may be prescribed by law.'*^ 

ISec. 10. No corporation, except for municipal purposes, or 
for the construction of railroads, plank roads, and canals, shall 
be created for a longer time than thirty years; but the Legis- 
lature may provide by general laws applicable to any corpora 
tions, for one or more extensions of the term of such corpora- 

* For right of eminent domain and arbitration, see any text-book on gen- 
eral civil government. 

fThe portion of this section after the word years in the third lice was 
added by amendment, April 1, 1889. 
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tions while such term ie running, not exceeding thirty years 
for each extension, on the consent of not less than a two- 
thirds majority of the capital of the corporation; and by like 
general laws for the corporate re-organization for a further 
period not exceeding thirty years, of such corporations whose 
terms have expired by limitation, on the consent of not less 
than four-fifths of the capital: Provided, That in cases of cor- 
X>orations where there is no capital stock the Legislature may 
provide the manner in which such corporation may b^ 
reorganized. 

Sec. 11. The term "corporation," as used in the preceding 
sections of this article, shall be construed to include all asso- 
cii^tions and joint stock companies having any of the powers or 
privileges of corporation, not possesssed by individuals or part- 
nerships. All corporations shall have right to sue, and be sub- 
ject to be sued in all courts, in like cases as natural persons. 

Seo. 12. No corporation shall hold any real estate hereafter 
acquired, for a longer period than ten years, except such real 
estate as shall be actually occupied by such corporation in the 
exercise of its franchise. 

Sec. 13. The Legislature shall provide for the incorporation 
and organization of cities and villages, and shall restrict their 
powers of taxation, borrowing money, contracting debts, and 
loaning their credit.* 

Sec. 14. Judicial officers of cities and villages shall be elect- 
ed, and all other officers shall be elected or appointed, at such 
time and in such manner as the Legislature may direct.! 

*For city and yiUace officers see Chap. V., p. 76. 
tSee Chap. V., p. 7B. 



50 CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

Seo. 15. Private property shall not be taken for public im- 
provements in cities and villages without the consent of the 
owner, unless the compensation thereof shall first be deter- 
mined by a jury of freeholders, and actually paid or secured 
in the manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 16. Previous notice of any application for an altera- 
tion of the charter of any corporation shall be given in such 
manner as may be prescribed by law.* 

ARTICLE XVI. 

EXEMPTIONS. 

Section 1. The personal property of every resident of tllis 
State, to consist of such property only as shall be designated 
by law, shall be exempted to the amount of not less than five 
hundred dollars, from sale on execution or other final process 
of any court, issued for the collection of any debt contracted 
after the adoption of this constitution. 

Sec 2. Every homestead of not exceeding forty acres of 
land, and the dwelling house thereon, and the appurtenances 
to be selected by the owner thereof, and not included in any 
town plat, city, or village; or instead thereof, at the option of 
the owner, any lot in any city, village, or recorded town plat 
or such parts of lots as shall be equal thereto, and the dwell- 
ing house thereon, and its appurtenances, owned and occupied 
by any resident of the State, not exceeding in value fifteen 
hundred dollars, shall be exempt from forced sale on execution 

*The notice most be made by the principal officers and published for 
fonr saccessiye weeks in the nearest newspaper. See Howell's idtatateei 
18»2S, g 4082. 
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or any other final process from a court, for any debt contracted 
after the adoption of this Constitution. Such exemption shall 
not extend to any mortgage thereon, lawfully obtained; but 
such mortgage or other alienation of such land by the owner 
thereof, if a married man, shall not be valid without the sig- 
nature of the wife of the same. 

Sec. 3. The homestead of a family, after the death of the 
owner thereof, shall be exempt from the payment of his debts 
contracted after the adoption of this Constitution, in all cases, 
during the minority of his children.* 

Seo. 4. If the owner of a homestead die, leaving a widow 
but no children, the same 'shall be exempt, and the rents and 
profits thereof shall accrue to her benefit during the time of 
her widowhood, unless she be the owner of a homestead in her 
own right.* 

Sec. 5. The real and personal estate of every female, ac- 
quired before marriage, and all property to which she may 
afterwards become entitled by gift, grant, inheritance, or 
devise, shall be and remain the estate and property of such 
female, and shall not be liable for the debts, obligations or en- 
gagements of her husband; and may be devised or bequeathed 
by her as if she were unmarried.^ 

ARTICLE XVII. 

MILITIA. 

^Section 1. The militia shall be composed of all able-bodied 
male citizens between the ages of eighteen and forty-five 

*TbeBe important and hamane provisioas reflect to a certain extent the 
agitations and reforms of the exciting tunes of 1S50. 

f As amended by Joint £eeolation No. 42, 1869, p. 425. Ratified election 
of 1»70. 
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years, except such as are exempted by the laws of the United 
States or of this State ; but all such citizens of any religious 
denomination whatever, who, from scruples of conscience, may 
be averse to bearing arms, shall be excused therefrom, upon 
such conditions as shall be prescribed by law.* 

Sec. 2. The Legislature shall provide by law for organizing, 
equipping and disciplining the militia, in such manner as they 
shall deem expedient, hot incompatible with the laws of the 
United States.f 

Sec. 3. Officers of the militia shall be elected or appointed, 
and be commissioned in such manner as may be provided by 
law. 



* These are the enrolled militia, not sabject to military daty, except in case 
oi war, rebellion, or inyasion. The foUowinfir p»*rfionB are exempt from mil- 
itary duty : MiniMters, teachers, jodget?, legislators, Btate aud coanty oiU- 
cers, officers and gnards of the State prisons, aud all commissioned officers 
of the militia who have served as sach for six years. 

fThe active militia is composed of volamteers between the ages of 18 
and ifi years, trained to military daty, and known as State troops. There 
are at present fuar regiments, containing 36 companies. The term of enlist- 
ment is three years. Each conipany is famished with arms, aaiforms, etc., 
at the expense of the State. When in actaal service, each private receives 
$1.25 per day aud rations^ non-commissioned officers aad masicians $l.2i5 
per day ; commit<sioned offiicers the same pay ihat officers of similar rank in 
the Uuited States army receive. Each company drills regularly in its 
armory, furnished it by the State ; it is also castomary for all the regiments 
to nold a weelL*s encampment daring each sammer. The principal officern 
are: Commander-in'Chtef (the Governor of the State); Adjutant Oencraly 
throogh whom the Governor issaes all ordei^, and who keeps a record of all 
the S ate militia, both enrolled and active ; Inspector Oeneral, who has the 
supervision and care of the discipline, mastering and inspecting ; Quarter- 
muster General, who has charge of the arsenals, monitions of war and all 
military sapplies. The Utate Military Hoard consists of the Inspector Gen- 
eral and two otber members, appointed for two years. This is an advisory 
board lo the ('Ommander-in-Chief on all military affairs. They receive ihiee 
dollars per day while attending meetings of the board and five cents mile- 
age. 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

Section 1. Members of the Legislature, and all officers exec- 
utive and judicial, except such officers as may by law be 
exempted, shall, before they enter on the duties of their 
respective offices, take and subscribe the following oath or affir- 
mation : "I do solemnly swear (or affiirm) that I will support 
the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of 
this State, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the 

office of according to the best of my ability." And no 

other oath, declaration, or test shall be required as a qualifi- 
cation for any office or public trust. 

*Sec. 2. When private property is taken for the use or ben- 
efit of the public, the necessity for using such property and 
the just compensation to be made therefor, except when to be 
made by the State, shall be ascertained by a jury of twelve 
freeholders, residing in the vicinity of such property, or by 
not less than three commissioners, appointed by a court of 
record, as shall be prescribed by Jaw: Provided, The foregoing 
provision shall in no case be construed to apply to the action 
of commissioners of highways in the official discharge of their 
duty as highway commissioners. 

Sec. 3. No mechanical trade shall hereafter be taught to 
convicts in the State Prison of this State, except the manu- 

*Aa amended by Joint Resolation, No. II, 1859, p. 1102. Ratified election 
of 1&60. 

8 
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facture of such articles of which the chief supply for home 
consumption is imported from other States or countries.* 

. Seo, 4. No navigable stream in the State shall be either 
bridged or dammed without authority from the board of su- 
pervisors of the proper county, under the provisions of law. 
No such law shall prejudice the right of individuali to the 
free navigation of such streams, or preclude the State from 
the further improvement of the navigation of such streams. 

Sec. 5. An accurate statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the public moneys shall be attached to and published 
with the laws at every regular session of the Legislature. 

Sec. 6. The laws, public records, and the written, judicial, 
and legislative proceedings of the State shall be conducted, 
promulgated, and preserved in the English language. 

Sec. 7. Every person has a right to bear arms for the de- 
fense of himself and the State. 

Sec. 8. The military shall in all cases, and at all times, be 
in strict subordination to the civil power. 

Sec. 9. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in 
any house without the consent of the owner or occupant, nor 
in time of war except in the manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 10. The people have the right peacefully to assemble 
together, to consult for the common good, to instruct their 
Representatives, and to petition the Legislature for redress of 
grievances. 

*The convicts in onr prisonfl work at some part of a trade only. In 
making wagons, for instance, one will shape the spoke, another the hnb, etc. 
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Sec. 11. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, unless 
for the punishment of crime, shall ever be tolerated in this 
State* 

Sec. 12. No lease or grant hereafter, of agricultural land, 
for a longer period than twelve years, reserving any rent or 
service of any kind shall be valid. 

Sec. 13. Aliens who are, or who may hereafter become, 
bona fide residents of this State, shall enjoy the same rights 
in respect to the possession, enjoyment, and inheritance of 
property, as native born citizens.! 

Sec. 14. The property of no person shall be taken for pub- 
lic use, without just compensation therefor. Private roads 
may be opened in a manner to be prescribed by law; but in 
every case the necessity of the road and the amount of all 
damages to be sustained by the opening thereof, shall be first 
determined by a jury of freeholders ; and such amount, together 
with the expenses of proceedings shall be paid by the person 
or persons to be benefited. 

Sec. 15. No general revision of the laws shall hereafter 
be made. When a reprint thereof becomes necessary, the 
Legislature, in joint convention, shall appoint a suitable per- 
son to collect together such acts and parts of acts as are 
in force and, without alteration, arrange them under appro- 
priate heads and titles. The law so arranged shall be sub- 
mitted to two commissioners, appointed by the Governor, for 

*The ordinance of 1787 prohibited slavery in the Northwest Territory, of 
which Michigan was a part. 
fXliis section was not a part of the Conatitation of 1887. 
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examination, and if certil&ed by them to be a correct com- 
pilation of all general laws in force, shall be printed in Buch 
manner as shall be proscribed by law. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

UPPER PENINSULA. 

♦Section 1. The counties of Mackinac, Chippewa, Delta, 
Marquette, Schoolcraft, Houghton, and Ontonagon, and the 
islands and territory thereunto attached, the Islands of Lake 
Superior, Huron, and Michigan, and in Green Bay and the 
Straits of Mackinac and the River Ste. Marie, shall constitute 
a separate judicial district, and be entitled to a district judge 
and district attorney. 

I Sec. 2. The district judge shall be elected by the electors 
of such district, and shall perform the same duties and possess 
the same powers as a circuit judge in his circuit, and shall 
hold his office for the same period. 

J Sec. 3. The district attorney shall be elected every two 
years by the electors of the district, shall perform the duties 
of prosecuting attorney throughout the entire district, and may 
issue warrants for the arrest of offenders in cases of felony, to 
be proceeded with as shall be prescribed by law. 

Seo. 4. Such judicial district shall be entitled at all times 
to at least one Senator, and, until entitled to more by its pop- 
ulation, it shall have three members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to be apportioned among the several counties by 
the Legislature. 

*See act l&O, Laws of 1863, p. 2HI. 
t8ee act 150, Laws of 1863, p. ^1. 
i See act 191, Laws of 1865, p. 820. 
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Sec. 5. The Legislature may provide for the payment of 
the district judge a salary not exceeding one thousand dollars 
a year, and of the district attorney not exceeding seven hun- 
dred dollars a year; and may allow extra compensation to the 
members of the Legislature from such territory, not exceeding 
two dollars a day during any session.* 

ISec. G. That elections for all district or county officers, 
State Senators, or Representatives, within the boundaries de- 
fined in this article, shall take place on the Tuesday succeed- 
ing the first Monday of November in the respective years in 
which they may be required ; the county canvass shall be held 
on the first Monday thereafter, and the district canvass on the 
third Monday of said November. 

Sec. 7. Onehalf of the tax paid into the treasury from 
mining corporations in the Upper Peninsula, paying an annual 
State tax of one per cent, shall be paid to the treasurers of the 
counties from which it is received, to be applied for township 
and county purposes, as provided by law. The Legislature 
shall have power, after the year one thousand eight hundred 
and fifty-five, to reduce the amount to be refunded.^ ^ 

Sec. 8. The Legislature may change the location of the 
State Prison from Jackson to the Upper Peninsula.§ 

* The members from the Upper PeninBola, in the days when this Gonstita- 
tion was adopted, were obliged to leave home before navigation closed in 
the fall, and conld not retnrn antil it opened in the sammer, nnless they 
took the risks and hardships of an overland ride by stage. The Legislatare 
was in session bot little more than forty days, and thns it was thunght that 
the members from the Upper Peninsula shonid receive ^.00 per day. The 
Legislators of 18S5 refused to grant the extra compeiibation, believing 
that the need of it had passed by. The Legislatures of 18b7, Vm and 1»91 
voted the extra $2.00 per day. 

f As amended by Joint Hesolntion, No. 17, 1861, p. 580, ratified election 

IThe Legislators of 1887 redoced the amoont to be refunded to one-fifth. 
% A bmnrh State Prison was established at JdLarqoette in I2i85. 
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Seo. 9. The charters of the several mining corporations may 
be modified by the Legislature, in regard to the term limited 
for subscribing to stock, and in relation to the quantity of 
land which a corporation shall hold; but the capital shall not 
be increased, nor the time for the existence of charters 
extended. No such corporation shall be permitted to purchase 
or hold any real estate, except such as shall be necessary for 
the exercise of its corporate franchises. 

♦ARTICLE XIX.— A. 

RAILROADS. 

Section 1. The Legislature may, from time to time, pass 
laws establishing reasonable maximum rates of charges for the 
transportation of passengers and freight on different railroads 
in this State, and shall prohibit running contracts between 
such railroad companies whereby discrimination is made in 
favor of either of such companies as against other companies 
owning connecting or intersecting lines of railroad.! 

Sec. 2. No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock, 
propfrty, or franchises with any other railroad corporation 
owning a parallel or competing line; and in no case shall any 
consolidation take place except upon public notice given of at 
least sixty days to all stockholders, in such manner as shall 
be provided by law. 

*8obmitted by Joint Resolation, No. 1, 1870, p. 13; adopted election of 
1870. 

tThe Legiplature of 1889 fixed the fares as follows: Roads whose irross 
paseeofser earn logs in 18^ exceeded $^,0C0 per mile, 2c per mile ; between 
PJU) and $3,000, 2Hc, etc. 
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ARTICLE XX. 

AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS. 

♦Section 1. Any amendment or amendments to this Consti- 
tution may be proposed in the Senate or House of Represent - 
lives. If the same shall be agreed to by two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house, such amendment or amend- 
ments shall be entered on the journals respectively, with the 
yeas and nays taken thereon ; and the same shall be submitted 
to the electors at the next spring or autumn election there- 
after, as the Legislature shall direct; and if a majority of 
electors qualified to vote for members of the Legislature, 
voting thereon, shall ratify and approve such amendment or 
amendments, the same shall become a part of the Constitution. 

fSEO. 2. At the general election to be held in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty -six, and in each sixteenth 
year thereafter,, and also at such other times as the Legisla- 
ture may by law provide, the question of the general revision 
of the Constitution shall be submitted to the electors qualified 
to vote for members of the Legislature ; and in case a majority 
of the electors so qualified, voting at such election, shall 
decide in favor of a convention for such purpose, the Legisla- 
ture, at the next session, shall provide by law for the election 
of such delegates to such convention. All the amendments 
shall take effect at the commencement of the year after their 
adoption. 

♦As amended by Joint Repolntion No. 29, 1875, p. 8I0 ; ratifi«d elertion 
of 1876. There have been thus far (1891) 50 amendmeDte submitted, of 
-which 80 have been adopted. 

fAB amended by Joint Hepolotion No. 17, 1F61, p. S89 ; ratified ejection of 
lh«2. The question f»f general revipion wop carried in 1^6H, bot the people 
rejected the ('onstitation thus formed; in IbtoZ the qnestion of geneial 
reyision was lost ; in lb92 It was carried. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS. 



In answering some of the following questions the pupil will be obliged to consult 

a Michigan history^ the dictionary^ HmveWs Annotated Statviea^ 

or perhaps some text-book on general government. Nearly 

all^ however^ are answered in the Constitution 

and the pages following it. 



1. Trace on a map and describe the present boandariee of Michigan. 

2. Define *'Government," "state," "nation," "constitntion,'^ "statute," 
"common law," "jurisdiction." 

3. When wac onr present constitution adopted? 

4. Was the old constitution amended, or was a new constitution written? 

5. Under what condition may Michigan amend her constitution? 

6. Why was the old constitution changed? 

7. In what year was the capital changed to Lansing? Haye there been other 
capitals than Detroit and Lansing? 

8. What departments of government are recognized in the constitution? 
Why should they be separated? 

9. What person belongs to two or more departments? Why? 

10. Why should the lef^isiatiye power be vested in two houses? 

11. How many senatorial districts are there? What is the number of your 
district: the name of the senator representing it ; his politics? 

tl2. When may a county be divided into senatorial districts? What county 
is divided ; what district contains the most counties? 
18. From what does the word county come? 

14. How many representatives in the last lejrislature? 

15. Can there be more or less than this number? 

16. What is the leugth of senatorial and representative terms? 

17. Who divides the state into senatorial district s? 

18. Who divides the state into representative districts? 

19. May a township be divided to form a senatorial district? 

20. May a township be divided to form a representative district? 

21. If a city contain more than the ratio for one representative, what is 
done? 

22. How can the State have only 93 districts and 100 representatives? 
$23. What is the present ratio of representation? 

24. Define the words "half," majority," "moiety." "plurality," "quorum." 

25. In what year is the census of Michigan taken? Is the census the same as 
the enumeration? 

26. How often does a re-arraneement of senatorial districts take place? 

27. Name five things revealed by the State census besides the number of 
people. 

28. What is the use of these dat»? 

*The schedule which closes the Constitution is of no particular import- 
ance now, and we fill its place with research and review questions. Wo 
insert the questions here to preserve the paging. 

t The 27th senatorial district comprises nine counties; the 29th, eight; the 
•SOth, seven ; and the 31st, six. 

:tThe present ratio of representation is 20,988. Wayne county has 12 
representatives. 
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29. Under whose aathority is the census taken, and what is the method of 
doing it? 

30. What is understood by Indians *'not ciyilized?" 

SI. If a division into districts has been made by the board of sapervisors, 
upon what condition can a new division be nvide? 
82. How many senators or representatives vacate their office? 

33. What prohibition on members of the legislature as to holding other 
offices? Why is tiiis so? 

34. What are the privileges of members in regard to arrest? 

55. What are notaries pabilc, by whom appointed, and their daties? 

36. In Article IV., Section 8, does it mean that a majority of all the members 
or all the members present is necessary to do business? 

87. How is the attendance of absent members compelled? What penalties 
are prescribed? 

88. Define the words "majority," "quorum." 

39. For what ofiTenses may the house punish its members? 

40. Name the principal officers of each house. 

41. Under what circumstances may a member be expelled? 

42. What is the name of the paper of the legislature? 

43. When is the viva voce vote always taken? 

44. What is the meaning of the last three lines of Art. IV ., Sec. 11? 

45. What officer is elected at a joint session? 

46. What prohibitions on the houses as to adjournment? 

47. What IS a bill, an order, a resolution, a Jaw, an act, a statute? 

48* Give the different ways in which a bill may become ei law. Compare 
them with the ways in the United States constitution? 

49. Define "emoluments," "compensation," "pay," "wages," "hire," 
"stipend," "salary." 

50. How often do members draw pay? 

51. What is a "session" of the legislature? 

52. If the legislature adjourns for a number of days, do members receive pay 
for those days? 

58. Has tbe legislature ever fiven members from the Upper Peninsula extra 
compensation? Is it the practice now? 
54. How may an extra session be called? 
R5. State three facts pertaining to extra sessions. 

56. What is done in regard to paying members when the extra sessions are 
necessarily longer than twenty days? 

57. Does the houpe elect its presiding officer? Does the senate? What is 
their compensation? 

58. Define "elect," "appoint." 

69. What is the object of the first part of Sec. 18, Art. IV.? 

60. How does the State let its contracts? Outline the process. 

61. Must State contracts be let to the lowest bidder? 

^2. How many standing committees in each house, their uses? 

63. In what ways may committees treat bills? 

64. Under what circumstances do bills become laws? 

65. Under what condition may laws be amended? 

66. When cannot bills be introduced? 

67. When is a bill said to be on its final pas!«age? 

68. What is said about the title of a law? Why is this? 

* There are 53 standing committeee in the hoose, and 50 in the senate. For 
dntieB see LegielatlTe Manoal. 

10 
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69. Have any important laws recently been declared onconstitational on 
these gronnds? 

70. What is the rale in re«rard to the compensation of contractors? 

71. Define "constrnotive" iabor. 

♦72. Who provides for famishing fael, etc., for the legislature? 
7:^. Are religioas services condacted in the legislature? Are they paid 

74. What are the duties of the chaplain of the State prison? 

75. Why should not divorces be granted by the legislature? 

76. When does the legislature lAeet? About how long coutinne? 

77. To whom, by whom, and when are lists of members delivered? 
fJ6. Describe the Aiethod of organizing the house, the senate? 

79. Who regularly administers the oath to members? Who may administer 
it? 

80. When are elections of senators and representatives held? 

81. What is a "SState pai)er*7 Has Michigan ever had one? 

82. Are newspapers paid for publishing the laws? Under what conditions? 
88. Can newspapers get copies of the statutes free? What other persons or 

institutions'can get them? 

84. in what manner does the legislature provide for the speedy publication 
of laws and judicial decisions? 

85. Under what circumstances may the Legislature fill vacancies? 

86. Under what circumstauces may the Legislature appropriate money for 
local ptirposes? Define " local purposes." 

87. What is a petit jury? What is a grand jury? 

88. Has Michigan authorized a jury of less than twelve men? Of more? 

89. Give the *' enacting clause " of Michigan. 

90. Who is the chief executive of a school district, a township, a coonty, a 
state, a nation? 

91. What is the executive term ? 

92. What are the three qualifications for Governor? 

93. Must the two years* residence be continuous? 

94. Who determines the time and place of electing members of the 
Liegislature? 

95. Who else are elected at this election? 

96. What is a '* joint vote ?" 

97. Has the State both naval and military forces? 

98. Under whose control are these forces? 

99. May a State keep a standing army? 

100. Name three items of " necessary business " which the Governor transacts 
with State officers. 

101. Has the Governor a cabinet? 

102. Who makes a demand on the Governor for State troops? 

103. Name two occasions when the Governor was called upon for troops. 

104. Has a Governor ever convened a special session of the Legislature? 

16.5. Name four acts in connection with the meeting and adjournment of the 
Legislature. 

* The Board of State Auditors makes all contracts for fuel, stationery, print- 
ing, etc. 

t The clerk of last house calls members to order, administers oath of office 
according to list furnished him by Secretary of State, officers are next chosen, 
and the house is said to be organized. Any one legally qualified to administer 
oaths may swear in the members. 
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106. If the Lesislatnre adjonrn to meet at A« may the Governor convene it at 
B? 

107. To whom are writs of election ipsued? 

1(W. Does fctec. 10, Art. V.j refer to United States or State oflELcers? 

109. Wbo fiJls vacaucies m the State Legislatare? 

110. Define a reprieve, pardon, and commutation of sentence ; and give illos- 
trations of each. 

111. What ofiTenses can not the Governor pardon? Why? 

112. In what way does the Legislature share the executive's power? 

118. In what way does the executive share the Legislature's power? 
114. (?an one man commit treasou? 

11!^. Is the Legislature obliged to dispose of cases of treason? 

116. In his pardoning power, how is the Governor assisted? 

117. Tell something of its organization and methods. 

11^. Has a Lieutenant Governor in Michigan ever acted as Governor? 

119. Under what circumstances may the Lieutenant Governor be Com 
mander-in-l'hief of military forcf^s? 

120. Does the word " military " in Sec. 12, Art. V., include " naval "? 

121. What is the moaning of " pro temporer^ 

122. Give the privileges of the LieuteuEmt Governor in the Senate. 

128. What is a **committe of the whole;*' what is the object of the com- 
mittee; how is it organized; and how does it differ from an ordinary committee? 

124. In Sec. l!i, Art. V., what is meant by " holding office under this State?'' 

125. What prohibitions are put upon the Grovernor and Lieutenant Governor 
to holding office? 

{Continued on page 88.) 



RESEARCH QUESTIONS. 

The following questions are added for the purpose of leading pupils to do more 

tended reading^ They are adapted to the more, advanced pupils. 

In searching for answers consult HoweWs Annotated 

Statutes^ United states Civil Oovernment^ Michigan 

Manual^ Michigan History and Unor- 

bridged Dictionaries. 

1. What do you understand by the " Ordinance of 1787?" 

2, By this compact what was to be the southern boundary of Michigan? 
8. By what right did Ohio claim another boundary? 

4. What was the result of these conflicting claims? 

6. In this controversy which State was right— Ohio or Michigan? 

6. Tell about the " Frost bitten " convention. 

7. What principle does the admission of Michigan illustrate? 

8. What steps are necessary for the admission of a territory into the United 
States? 

&, What is the difference between *' territory " and " a territory?" 

10. Of what state was Michigan formerly a part? 

11. What was the capital of Michigan territory? 

12. Name two men who exercised infiaence over the early history of 
Michigan. 

13. Give names of two Indians celebrated in oor early hietory^ 
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14. Wkat is the meanins of the word *' gerrymander ?" Show by a figore how 
a county which is Democratic majr yet elect one Republican repreeentatlTe. 
' 15. Define ** a citizen of the United States." 

16. Show the difference between a resident, inhabitant and citizen. 

17. In Civil Government how many nses has the word "elector?" Define 
each. 

18. If a senator moves from his district on Joly S he is said to vacate his 
office. How wonld it be if he should return on the Ist of August— Would he, de 
factOj be senator again? 

19. What are civil and military offices? 

20. A is postmaster at Detroit July 1. On that day he is elected member of 
the legislature. He resigns the postmastership on July 8. Is he legally a mem- 
ber of the legislature? 

21. Define the words "crime." "offense," "misdemeanor," "treason" 
" felony," " breach of the pecwje," civil " and " criminal " offense. 

22. What is a civil process? 

23. If a member is foond bribing another may the house punish him? Is he 
amenable to the statute laws of the State? 

24. It is stated that a member cannot be expelled for any cause known to 
his constituents antecedent to his election; how will it be determined whether 
the cause was known or not? Has a member ever been expelled from the Mich- 
igan legislature? 

25. Name four common methods of voting. 

26. Which of these methods is pursued in the senate generally? 

27. Under what circumstances is the yea and nay vote taken in the house? 

28. For what purposes do the houses meet in joint session? 

*29. What is the difference between a joint and a concurrent resolution? 

30. In your opinion, do members of the legislature receive too much or too 
little pay? 

31. Define " perquisites." What are the perquisites of members? 

32. What does Sec. 16, Art. lY, indicate, and why has it never been repealed? 

33. Define " null and void," " dead letter." 

34. What is a civil appointment? Give too examples. 

35r What is a " civil appointment to the United States Senate "? 

36. If a person holds a civil appointment under State authority, can he be 
elected member of the legislature? 

37. How does the United States let its mail contracts? Outline the process. 
88. Distinguish between a contract and a promise. 

39. Why should members of the legislature be prohibited from having inter- 
ests in contracts? 

40. Distinguish between a direct and an indirect interest. 

41. Has every taxpayer an indirect interest in the contract? 

42. A and B are bromers. A is the silent partner in the firm of " B & Co." 
A*8 term in the le£[islature expired six months ago. B & Co. are granted a con- 
tract of public prmting, (a) was the granting of such contract legal? (b) If 
so, what IS A*s course? 

43. Define a " bill," " law." " resolution," " vote." 

* A joint resolution is nearly the same as a bill, differing only in minor mat- 
ters of form. Concurrent resolutions concern only the two houses, and are 
not sent to the governor for his siprnature ; they are not laws, althoagh the con- 
stitution does not recognize the distinction as far as the govemor^s signature 
is concerned. 
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44. What is meant by reading a bill by its title? Iliastrate. 

49. Define an enrollea, and an engrossed bill. 

46ii Are members compelled to Tote on the call of the ayes and nays? 

47. What is the role in regard to this in congress? 

48. What woold be the effect of striking ont the comma in first line Sec. 20, 
Art.rV. 

49. Do yoQ regard the conditions of contracts as given in Sec. 22, Art. IV, as 
nnneoessarily severe? Why? 

50. Define " real estate," " ^e," ** conveyance.** 

51. Abont how manv acres in eveij township are occupied by roads? 

52. What is a recorded town plat? 

5S. To whom do the roads of a town belong? 

54. What establishes the disnse of a road? 

55. To whom does the land of a disused road belong? 
50. What is the le^ width of a road? 

57. Under what circnmstances may men raise crops at the roadside? 

58. Most road fences be kept np ; line fences? 

59. Can a hoose be moved to lay ont a new road? 

00. Can a new road pass throngh a graveyard? an orchard? 

61. What is a State road; a plank road; are there any now? 

62. What is the ** Chicago 'Mroad? 

63. Did the United States ever boild a road, a railroad, a telegraph line, or a 
talephone line? 

64. Find ont what yon can abont " Roman roads.** 

65. It is sometimes stated that the University was founded on a lottery. 
Bxplain. 

66. What states, if any, legalize lotteries? 

67. Does the United States allow lottery tickets to be sent throngh the 
mails? 

68. Under what circnmstances may a contested election arise? 

60. Is the member elected granted compensation for the time during which 
the contest was pending? 

70. Name five classes of persons ineligible to the Legislature? 

71. What is meant by ' * auditing *' a private claim or account? 

72. If a county treasurer should have money stolen from him, can the Legis- 
latiue anthorize a tax to reimburse him? Why? 

73. If a person in Michigan have a claim against the State, ip what way may 
it be settled? 

74. Can a citizen of Michigan sue Michigan? Can a citizen of Indiana? If 
eo, where will the case be tried? 

75. Is there such a thing as an " unorganized township ?*' 

76. Which existed first, townships or counties? 

77. Is the division of a State into townships a State or United States matter? 

78. What is a corporation, an incorporated village? 

70. Why should villages, etc.. have soecial legislative power? 
^. What division of the State did De Tocque?ille say was characteristic of 
the United States? 

81. What is meant by " worshiping God ?** 

82. Is church property taxed? Why? 

88. What are civil and political privileges? 

84. Is voting a right or a privilege? 

SS. Biay an atheist be a witness in a Michigan court? 

*Pivision into townships, VoL 1, p. 74, 
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86. What is the coromon law on this point? 

87. What is meant by liberty of the press and liberty of speech? 

88. Define ''slander/' ''libel/' and state what chtUQgee, if any, have been 
made in the laws establishing guilt? 

89. Define " bill of attainder," and give its history. 

90. Define "ex post facto law," and illustrate. 

91. What is meant by impairing the *' obligations of contracts ?" lUnstrate. 

92. Under what circamstances may a contract be impaired by law? 

93. Who can and who cannot pass bankrupt laws? 

94. Show difference between an insolvent and a bankmpt law? 

95. Has Michigan an insolvent law? 

96. What are the three natural rights of a common law? 

97. Define *' habeas corpus " and outline the process necessary to obtain the 
writ. 

98. If a bill is to be gotten rid of, how is the motion often made? 

99. What is the significance of the term " lieutenant ?" 

100. Define the word " vested." 

101. What is the difference between "chosen" and "elected?" 

102. What is a " citizen " of Michigan ; a " citizen " of the United States ; a 
"citizen" of Detroit? 

103. Has Michigan ever had a Governor not a native-bom citizen? 

104. Define a "paper," "an instrument," "a writ." 

105. Give some idea as to how a writ of election reads. 

106. Are treason against the United {States and treason against the State the 
same? 

{Continued on page 93.) 
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CHAPTER II. 

DUTIES OP STATE OFFICERS— BOARDS. 

Governor and Lieutenant Governor, — The duties of these 
officers are so well defined in the Constitution, Art. V., that 
further iexplanation is not necessary here. 

Secretary of State. — This officer is the custodian of the great 
seal of the State, and of the laws and records of the State. 
He countersigns all commissions and proclamations of the Gov- 
ernor. He publishes the laws. Legislative Manual, and annual 
reports relating to agriculture and vital statistics. He super- 
vises taking, compiling, and publishing the State census* every 
tenth year. He issues patents for State lands, gives notice to 
sheriffs of State elections and submission of amendments, and 
also receives returns of State and National elections. 

The State Treasurer. — The Treasurer is custodian of the 
State funds. He pays out money only in a manner fixed by 
law. He is the State Sealer of Weights and Measures. He 
is required to give bonds in the sum of $150,000, with three 
or more sureties approved by the Auditor General and 
Attorney General. He is required to make an annual report 
to the Governor. 

The Auditor General. — This officer keeps the account between 
the State and State Treasurer. No moneys can be paid out 
of the treasury except upon his warrant, and he countersigns 
all receipts of the State Treasurer. He apportions the State 
tax among the counties, and settles accounts with the county 
treasurers for money due the State. A large share of the 

*ThA ceoBQS gives the number of iobabitsiits, their sex, color, nativity, 
etc. It gives amoant and valae of all agricoltaral, mineral, and mamiSassr- 
tored products, and much other valoable inioimB^ioxL, 
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* 

duties of the office is connected with levying and collecting 
taxes. The Auditor General examines all claims against the 
State, and orders the payment of those that are just. 

Commissioner of the State Land Office, — This officer has gen- 
eral charge of all lands belonging to the State; prosecutes 
trespasses on State lands, issues licenses to homestead set- 
tlers, and, in short, attends to the sale, leasing, or general dis- 
position of all State lands. 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction— Thia officer has 
general supervision of the public schools and of State educa- 
tional institutions ; collects and tabulates the school statistics 
of the State; apportions the primary school interest fund to 
the counties; gives information to school officers upon con- 
struction of school law ; prepares and furnishes blanks for use 
of school officers ; organizes and visits teachers^ institutes, and 
appoints instructors for them; receives reports from superin- 
tendents of schools, county school commissioners, and from all 
State and chartered educational institutions; makes annual 
reports to the Governor, and compiles and publishes the school 
laws; visits all State educational institutions and meets with 
the governing boards of such at least once in each year; deliv- 
ers lectures on educational subjects; appoints visitors to the 
State University and all chartered educational institutions, and 
prepares all questions used in the examination of teachers 
throughout the State. 

The Attorney OeneraL— The duties of this officer are : (1) To 
prosecute and defend all actions in the Supreme Court in which 
the State shall be interested, and when requested by the Gov- 
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ernor or any State officer, or the Legislature, he is required to 
appear for the people in any court or tribunal in any matter, 
civil or criminal, in which the State or any department of the 
government may be interested. (2) He is required to give 
opinions on questions submitted to him by the Legislature, the 
Governor, or any State officer. (3) He is bound to consult with 
and advise prosecuting attorneys, when requested, in all mat- 
ters pertaining to the duties of the offices. 

EX-OPFICIO STATE BOARDS. 

The following are some of the more important State boards: 

Board of Auditors, — Secretary of State, State Treasurer, 
Commissioner of the Land Office. Regular meeting on the 
last Wednesday of each month. 

Board of Equalization. — Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of 
State, Land Commissioner, Auditor General, Treasurer. Reg- 
ular meeting on the third Monday of August, 1851, and every 
fifth year thereafter. 

Board of Canvassers. — Secretary of State, Treasurer, Land 
Commissioner. Meeting to canvass votes for other than Presi- 
dential electors* on or before December 15, after a general 
election and within forty days after a special election ; to can- 
vass votes for electors, on Wednesday next after third Monday 
of November ; to canvass votes on constitutional amendment 
or banking law, on or before twentieth of month next after 
election. 

Board of Geological Survey. — Governor, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, President of State Board of Education. 

*Each coDfrressional district in Michigan by act of the Legislatare of 1801, 
chooeee one Presidential elector. The two at large are chosen by districts. 
The Ist, 2d, Hth, 7th, 8th, and 10th congressional districts comprising the 
eastern district, the remaining ones the western. 

11 



70 OIYIL GOVERNMENT. 

MISCELLANEOUS STATE BOARDS. 

Board of Health,— Six members appointed by the Governor. 
Term six years. Secretary elected by the board. 

Corrections and Charities, — The Governor and four commis- 
sioners appointed by him for a term of eight years. 

State Board of Inspectors. — The Governor and four members 
appointed by him for eight years. They have control of all 
the State penal institutions, and act also as an advisory board 
of pardons. 

Board of Pharmacy. — Five members, five years, appointed 
by the Governor. Meetings on the first Tuesdays of March, 
July, and November. 

Live Stock Sanitary Commission. — Three members, six years, 
appointed by the Governor. 

Board of Regents. — Eight members, elected by the people at 
April election, two each year for a term of eight years. They 
have direct charge of the State University. 

State Board of Agriculture. — Six members appointed by the 
Governor for terms of six years. They have charge of the 
Agricultural College. 

Board of Education. — Three members elected by the people 
for a term of six years, and the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction a member ex officio. They control the affairs of 
the State Normal School. 

Central Board of Control of State Institutions. — The Gov- 
ernor and four members appointed by him. Term, eight years. 
This board has the management of the State Public School, 
School for the Deaf, and School for the Blind. 
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CHAPTER III. 

DUTIES OF COUNTY OFFICERS.* 

The Sheriff is the chief executive oflBcer of the county ; he 
must preserve peace and good order within the county ; attend 
sessions of the circuit court and execute the writs and orders 
of the same; he has charge of the jail and prisoners confined 
therein. The Sheriff can hold office but four years in any six 
years, he receives fees fixed by law, and appoints under-sheriffs 
and deputies ; the former performs the duties of sheriff in case 
of a vacancy in the office of Sheriff. 

The County Clerk is clerk of the board of supervisors and of 
the circuit court. He must keep a record of proceedings, pre- 
serve all accounts, records, and books belonging to the office ; 
administer oaths to witnesses and jurors ; record births, deaths, 
and marriages, and draw grand and petit juries. He appoints 
his deputies, and designates one of them as his successor in 
case of vacancy. He receives fees fixed by law, and a salary 
fixed by the board of supervisors. 

The Treasurer is the custodian of the county money ; he can 
pay out money only on the order of the board of super- 
visors, signed by the clerk and countersigned by the chair- 
man, except in certain cases provided by statute. He can 
hold office but four years in any six and must give a bond, 
the amount and approval of which are fixed by the board of 
supervisors. He receives a salary also fixed by the board. He 
receives from the township treasurer the State and county 
tax and pays the former over to the State Treasurer; he con- 



*The word "coanty" comes from the Norman title * 'count. 



f> 
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ducts the annual sales of lands on which the taxes have not 
been paid. Moneys for fines, etc., are apportioned among the 
townships, according to the number of school children, for 
library purposes. 

The Register of Deeds keeps a record of all deeds, mortgages, 
and other papers requiring record. He is paid by fees, 11 cents 
per 100 words, for recording papers; he receives other fees 
fixed by law for various other transactions. 

The Prosecuting Attorney is the law officer of the county, as 
the Attorney General is of the State. He prosecutes criminals 
within the county, and gives legal advise to county officers 
when so requested. He is the attorney of the county in all its 
suits. He receives a salary, but no fees. 

The Surveyor makes such surveys in the county, as are 
required by any court, or any person living in the county. He 
keeps a record of all surveys made by himself or his deputies. 
He receives a compensation of not less than four dollars per 
day. This office is not among those mentioned in the Consti- 
tution, having been created by statute. He is elected at the 
general election and for a term of two years. 

Coroners, — Two coroners in each county are elected for two 
years at the general election. They investigate the causes of 
all sudden and suspicious deaths within the county. A coro- 
ner's jury of six men is summoned to take evidence and ascer- 
tain the cause of the death. The coroners, in cases of vacancy 
in the office of sheriff and under-sheriff, or when the sheriff is 
an interested party to a suit, are required to perform the 
duties of sheriff. They are paid by fees. 

The Circuit Judge, Probate Judge, and Circuit Court Com' 
missioners are described in Chap. I., pp. 23-25, 
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County School Commissioner and School Examiners are 
described in Chap. VI., p. 78. 

Superintendents of the Poor. — Three in number are elected 
by the board of supervisors for a term of three years. They 
have charge of the county poor and of the county poor-house. 
Their pay is fixed by the board of supervisors. 

The Drain Commissioner is chosen for a term of two years 
by the board of supervisors, by whom, also, his pay is deter- 
mined, not to exceed three dollars per day in any case, how- 
ever. His duties are to determine the necessity of county 
drains or ditches, and to lay out, open, and construct the 
same. 

Board of Election Commissioners, composed of Judge of 
Probate, County Clerk, and County Treasurer. Duties to pre- 
pare and distribute ballots and stamps. 

Notaries Public are county officers appointed by the Gov- 
ernor to administer oaths and take affidavits and acknowledg- 
ments. Women are eligible to this office. Their term of 
service is for four years, and though they must reside in the 
county where appointed, they may act in any part of the 
State. 



CHAPTER IV. 



DUTIES OP TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 



Supervisor,— ThiB is the chief officer of the township. He 
represents the township in the county legislature. He assesses 
the property. He is chairman of the township board. He 
represents the township in legal proceedings. He is paid two 
dollars per day for service rendered the to^fn, T^rni^^'tife^^'w.. 
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Clerk, — The clerk is the record-keeper of the township. 
Chattel mortgages are filed in his office. He keeps an account 
with the township treasurer similar to that of the Auditor 
General with the State Treasurer. The clerk receives one and 
one-half dollars per day and fees. Term, one year. 

Treasurer, — This officer collects the taxes, receives and cai'es 
for all township moneys. Orders for money must be signed 
by the clerk and countersigned by the chairman of the town- 
ship board. He must give a bond running to the township. 
Term, one year. He can hold the office but two years in suc- 
cession. He receives one and one-half .dollars per day and 
fees. 

School Innpecfors. — As members of the township board of 
school inspectors they divide the townships into school districts 
and regulate or alter l^oundaries as occasion requires." They 
expend the township library moneys for books and have charge 
of the library. They are elected for two years. Compensa- 
tion, one and one-half dollars per day. 

Members of Board of Review. — There are two members of 
the Board of Review, elected one each year for term of two 
years, and together with the supervisor constitute the Board 
of Review to review the assessment roll, and decide upon com- 
plaints aud correct errors. They meet on the Tuesday follow- 
ing the third Monday in May and on the fourth Monday in 
May of each year, continuing in session two days if necessary. 
The pay of a member is two dollars per day. 

Highway Commissioner. — He has charge of all highways and 
bridges within the township. He divides the township into 
road districts, and, if not otherwise chosen, he selects the 
overseers of highways, and fills vacancies in the office. He 
receives one and one-half dollars per day. Term, one year. 

Overseers of Highways (pathmasters) are usually chosen by 
acclamation; in the Upper PeninsMla ttLoy atQ chosen as the 
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other officers are. They are to repair and keep in order the 
highways see that persons assessed to work on the highways 
I>erform their duties, cause the destruction of noxious weeds 
in the highways, and as fence viewers settle disputes respect- 
ing partition fences. They are paid one dollar per day. Term, 
one year. 

Drain Commissioner supervises the construction of all drains 
or changes those already made. He is elected for two years. 
His pay is fixed by the township board and cannot exceed 
three dollars per day. Term, two years. Vacancies filled by 
township board. 

Justices of the Peace. — [See note, Art. VI., Sec. 18, p. 27.] 
Constables, — Constables perform the same duties for justice 
courts that the sheriff does for circuit courts. He can serve a 
writ in any township. It is his duty to arrest a known felon, 
and all persons committing breaches of peace in his presence. 
Not more than four in any township can be chosen. They are 
paid by fees. Term, one year. 

Tovbnship Board, — The supervisor, the two justices whose 
terms of office soonest expire, and the township clerk consti- 
tute the township board. Any three of them constitute a 
quorum. They audit and settle claims againist the township. 
They may vote funds to defray the ordinary township expenses 
when the township meeting neglects to- do so. They fill 
vacancies in township offices. 

Pound Master, — In some townships a person is chosen to 
impound stray domestic animals found running in the high- 
ways. 
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CHAPTER V. 

CITIES AND VILLAGES. 

City Officers. — The officers elected in a city are of two 
classes, (1) city officers, (2) ward officers. The city officers are" 
mayor, clerk, treasurer, collector, assessor, street commissioner, 
marshal, justices. The ward officers are supervisor, constable, 
and two aldermen. These officers are elected in March, or 
April, usually, and for one year, with the exception of alder- 
men, who are elected for two years. The duties of these offi- 
cers are so nearly similar to those of the corresponding 
officers in the county or township that it will not be neces- 
sary to give them here. The mayor is the chief executive and 
receives a salary of from one to fifty dollars per year. The 
collector collects the taxes. The marshal is chief of police. 
The aldermen constitute the common council or legislative 
body of the city. There are other officers usually chosen in 
cities, such as city surveyor, attorney, chief of fire department, 
but as the charters of cities vary so much, it is best to base 
the study of this part of the subject on the charter of the 
nearest neighboring city. 

Village Officers. — The village officers usually chosen are 
president, clerk, treasurer, street commissioner, assessor, con- 
stables, trustees. The trustees are elected for two years, three 
each year; the other village officers for one year. The powers 
and duties of these officers correspond to the duties of similar 
officers in the city. The legislative power is vested in the 
council. The election is usually held in March.* 

*Let each school make a special stady of the charter of the nearest 
Tillage. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

*■ 

THE SCHOOL SYSTEM. 

The state has endeavored to make its system an organic 
whole, beginning with the primary schools and ending with 
the State University. The State Normal School, Agricultural 
College, and Mining School, are collatteral branches designed 
for special purposes. 

Public School Funds. — The public schools derive their sup- 
port from : (1) Interest on the primary school fund ; (2) one 
niill tax ; (3) district taxes ; (4) surplus of dog tax above $100; 
(5) fines for breaches of the penal laws. 

The Primary School Fund is derived from the sale of the 
school lands, one-half of receipts for sale of State swamp 
lands, and for surplus of specific taxes remaining after the 
interest on the State debt and on the educational fund has 
been paid. 

The One Mill Tax is a tax of one mill on the dollar for 
school purposes. The other divisions require no explanation. 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction is at the head of 
the school system. For his duties see Chap. II. 

The State Board of Education examines teachers for State 
certificates,* makes lists of books for township libraries, and 
is the managing board of the State Normal School. (P. 70.) 

The County Board of School Examiners consists of three 
members, two of whom are chosen for two years by the 
county board of supervisors on the second Monday of October, 
one examiner being elected each year. The remaining mem- 
ber is known as County School Commissioner, and is elected 

*Tbe faculty of the State University was by a law pcissed in 1891 aathor- 
ized to grant State certificates to graduates of the school who had taken the 
courses in teaching. 

12 
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for a term of two years by the people at the April election 
of every odd year. The board examines candidates for 
teachers' certificates in the respective counties. Members of 
the board receive four dollars per day when performing the 
duties of their oflBce.* 

County School Commissioner,— It is the duty of this officer 
to conduct the examination for teachers, and together with 
the other members of the board inspect the examination 
papers of candidates. He must visit each school in his 
county at least once each year. He receives a salary fixed 
by the board of supervisors, but which cannot be less than 
$500 per annum where there are 50 schools under his super- 
vision, 81,000, for 100 schools ; $1,200, for 125 schools ; and not 
more than $1,500 in any case. One or more assistant visit- 
ors may be appointed by the Secretary, if the work requires 
it. Ninety dollars per year may be expended for assistant 
visitors, at the discretion of the Commissioners. 

The School District is the smallest division of the educa- 
tional system. The annual meeting is held the first Monday 
in September of each year. At these meetings, the school 
taxes are voted, the length of time school is to be taught 
determined, members of the district board elected, and any 
other district business that may come before the meet- 
ing attended to. Every qualified voter who has taxable 
property and has resided in the school district three months 
preceding the school meeting is qualified to vote on all ques- 
tions-t Women can vote at school meetings, and, if taxpayers, 
are eligible to oflRce. 

* Further information concerning examinations and certificates can be 
obtained from the school laws, a copy of which is in the hands of every 
schodl director. 

fWhen the raising of money by taxation is not in qaestion, all citizens 
who are 21 years of age, and are the parents or legal gaardians of any 
ohUdren incladed in the school census of the district, and who have reaidea 
in the diatrict three months, can vote. 
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The District Officers* are the moderator, the director, and 
the assessor. They constitute the district board and have the 
general charge of the school. They hire teachers, prescribe 
text-books, and apply the money of the district. They are 
elected for three years, one being elected each year. The 
Moderator presides at all district meetings and is chairman of 
the district board. The Assessor acts as treasurer; he pays 
out money only on orders of the director, countersigned by 
the moderator. The Director is clerk of the district board 
and of district meetings. He gives notice of school meetings, 
keeps the school house in repair (or should), and makes the 
required reports. 

Graded Schools* — When a district contains more than 100 
school children, the voters of such district, if they so desire, 
may elect five trustees and establish a graded school. The 
annual meeting of the graded schools may be held on the sec- 
ond Monday in July. The trustees are chosen for three years, 
and, as a board, have about the same duties to perform as 
are performed by the district board just described. 



CHAPTER VII.-MISCELLANEOUS. 

STATE INSTITUTIONS. 

The state institutions may be classified as Educational, 
Charitable, Reformatory, and Penal. 

The Educational institutions may be briefly described as 
follows : 

* District boards may now arrange for kindergarten instmction for child* 
ren between the ages of 4 and 7 years. (Act 119, 1891.) 
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The University is located at Ann Arbor, was established in 
1837-41, and is nnder the control of the Board of Regents. 

The Normal School is located at Ypsilanti, was established 
in 1851-52, and is under the control of the State Board of 
Education. 

The Agricultural College is located on a farm of 676 acres, 
three miles east of Lansing, was established in 1855, and is 
under the control of the State Board of Agriculture. 

The Mining School is located at Houghton, was established 
in 1885, and its government is vested in a board 6t control 
consisting of six members. 

The Charitable institutions are : 

The State Public School at Coldwater, established in 1874, is 
designed as a home for neglected and dependent children. 

The School for th£ Deaf and Dumb is located at Flint, was 
established in 1854. 

The School for the Blind is located in Lansing. It was for- 
merly in connection with the School for the Deaf and Dumb, 
^ but was separated from it in 1879. 

The Soldiers' Hom>e is located at Grand Rapids and was 
established in 1885. The Home is designed to furnish a home 
for *'all honorably discharged Union soldiers and sailors of the 
civil war who would be otherwise dependent on charity." 

The Asylums for the Insane are located as follows : Mich- 
igan Asylum, Kalamazoo, established in 1843^ Eastern Michi- 
gan Asylum, Pontiac, opened in 1878; Northern Michigan 
Asylum, Traverse City, established in 1881. 
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Reformatory and penal institutions : 

♦The Industrial School for Boys is located at Lansing, and was 
established in 1855. Boys between the ages of 12 and 16, who 
have been convicted of minor offenses, may be sent to this 
school and kept there till 18 years of age. 

The Industrial Home for Qirls is located at Adrian, and 
was established in 1879. Similar to Industrial School for Boys. 

The House of Correction is located at Ionia, and was estab- 
lished in 1877. 

The Asylum for Insane Criminals^ established in 1883, is 
also located at Ionia. 

The State Prison is located at Jackson, and was established 
in 1839. 

The House of Correction and Branch of the State Prison 
in the Upper Peninsula is located at Marquette, and was 
established in 1885. 

JURY DRAWING. 

In Justices* Courts, — An officer, previously sworn, prepares 
a list of 18 names of persons qualified to sit on jury in the 
case at issue. From this list each party to the action strikes 
out six names. This leaves six names, and the justice issues 
a writ, which is served by an officer, commanding the appear- 
ance of these persons at a certain hour. 

Juries in Circuit Courts are selected as follows : The super- 
visors of the wards and townships prepare lists of persons 
suitable to serve on juries and send these lists to the county 
clerk. The clerk copies the names on separate pieces of paper, 
alike in size and appearance, folds them so as to conceal the 
name, and makes separate packages for e^ch township and 
ward. At least fourteen days before the holding of circuit 
court where juries are required, twenty -four names are drawn 

*Nam0 changed from *' Reform School" b^ \qsv&\b.1\>xa ol V^*5». 
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by the clerk. In the presence of the sheriff and one justice of 
the peace, or of two justices, the clerk takes a package of names, 
places it in a box, shakes the box, and draws out one slip. 
The name on the slip is recorded by one of the officers, then 
all the slips are removed from the box, and another package 
put in its place. The drawing proceeds until enough names 
are drawn. A record is made of the town from which the last 
name is drawn, and at the next drawing the clerk begins to 
draw from the package next in numerical order. 

ELECTION BOARDS. 

The boards of election are : Boards of registration, inspec- 
tors of election, county canvassers, district canvassers, and 
State canvassers. 

Boards of Registration, — In cities two aldermen in each 
ward constitute the board ; in villages, two trustees and the 
village clerk ; in townships, the supervisor, clerk, and treas- 
urer. These boards meet at specified times, usually the Sat- 
urday preceding an election, and record the names of all 
persons qualified to vote in the precinct, who present them- 
selves for registration. 

The Inspectors of Election. — In cities this board is composed 
of the supervisor and two aldermen* in each ward ; in villages 
the president, clerk, and one trustee, or three trustees; in 
townships, the supervisor, justice of the peace whose term of 
office first expires, and the clerk. They receive the ballots 
and deposit them in ballot boxes prepared for that purpose. 
The polls are opened at 7 o'clock in the morning, and are 
closed at 5 o'clock in the afternoon.! After the polls are 

*The assessor and one alderman in wards having assessors. In case of 
the absence of one or more of sach inspectors^at the time for opening the 
poUe the electors preaent maj choose inspectota mva voce. 
& towaabipB aa hoar may be taken for dmnet. 
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closed*, the inspectors publicly count the votes and declare 
the results-t 

County Canvassers. — This board consists of one election 
inspector from each election district. The board meets on 
the Tuesday following a general election, and on the second 
Tuesday following the April election. They determine what 
county officers are elected, according to the returns as 
reported to them by the S9veral boards of inspectors. The 
county clerk is clerk of the board. 

District Canvassers are chosen similarly to the county can- 
vassers and have similar duties to perform for the district. 
In districts comprising several counties, the board is com- 
posed of the county clerk of each county, together with the 
sheriff and probate judge of the county wherein the meet- 
ing of the board is held. 

State Canvassers. — [See Chap. II., p. 69.] 

POLITICAL MACHINERY. 

Each political party places the general management of its 
affairs in the hands of a central committee. The State cen- 
tral committee consists usually of a chairman, secretary and 
treasurer, with two members from each congressional district. 
This committee determines the time and place for holding the 
State convention and apportions the delegates among the 
counties. Each party has a county committee to determine 
time and place for holding county conventions and appor- 
tion delegates among the townships. Each party has a town- 
ship committee to determine time and place for holding the 
caucuses or primaries. The members of the several parties 
meet at these caucuses and nominate candidates for town- 

* Proclamation of the time of cJoeing the polls mast be made one hoar, 
thirty minntes, and fifteen roinates before the closing of the polls. 

tif the total namber of ballots exceeds the total number of registered 
voters, all the ballots are replaced in the box and enough are drawn oot to 
eqoal the excess. The connting mast be pablic. The law of 1891 requires 
that the names of all candidates be printed on one ticket, each political 
party hayin^r a separate column with an adopted vignette or heading at the 
top. A designated inspector must sign his initials in the upper left-hand 
corner on the back of each ballot before it is given out. As the voter comes 
within the railinjrito vote he receives from the inspector one of these tick- 
ets which he ramA take to the booth and mark with stamp provided for the 
purpose. A (atM below the name of his party alone will vote the straight 
ticket. If tbl-Mlter desires to vote for candidates on different tickets, he 
erases the naB>^ Hf the candidate on his ticket and places a cross opposite 
the name c/** pie he desires to vote for. The voter must remain inside 
the railinr " Tone minute. No bailola «k^ \jo\» \a!&«CL ^\i^».^^ ''iafe -waite- 

inr* See^ Bliot, p. 102. 
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ship or ward officee. or select delegates to attend the couaty 
coDTentioD. the county convention nominateB candidates for 
county officers or selects delegates to attend the State con- 
vention. The State convention nominates candidates For State 
officers, or selects delegates to attend the National conven- 
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OOTERNOBS OF MIGHIOAN.-OxXini 



Gotwrnors 1^ MieAioon Terrilnry.— Continued. 
auien'B T^amaan Uaaoo, Secretary and Ad 
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GeorgB B. Porter b_ 

Steiens ThoiuBcia Mason, Secretary end Aci 
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<^^tiKteilI7niMd Ststee Senator and reeigDsd. UarcliS, 1M7. 
aAppamtadSeeretaijot titelateriorandrauaneAlLaxiAil.USt. 
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MICHIQAN DATES. 

1610. First dlBcovery. 

1641. Founding of Jeeoit miesions. 

1668. * Settlement at Sanlt Ste. Marie. 

1701. Settlement at Detroit. 

1760. British gained possession of Michigan. 

1763. Treaty of Paris. 

1768-6. Pontiac's conspiracy. 

1787. Ordinance of Northwest Territory. 

1788. Northwest Territory organized at Marietta. 

1796. *'' Stars and Stripes *' raised in Detroit. County of Wayne organized. 

1802. First township organized— Detroit. Michigan attr.ched to Indiana Ter. 

1806. Territory of Michigan organized. Detroit burned. 

1800. First school district laid out. First printing press. 

1811. Tecumseh^s conspiracy. 

1812. Detroit surrendered to the British. 

1817. First newspaper in IJ^troit. First school. 

1818. . First public sale of land. First steamer on Lake Erie. 

1819. First del^^te to Congress. 

1825. Counties divided into townships. 

1826. Two townships set apart for University fund. 

1827. First flour exported. 
1882. Black Hawk War. 
1882-4. Cholera plague. 

1834. Constitution adopted. Territory enlarged to the Rocky Mountains. 

1835. First railroad. 

1886. Toledo war. Wisconsin territory set off. 

1887. University founded. Michigan admitted. 
1837-9. Wildcat banks. Great panic. 

1847. Capital removed to Lansing. 

1849. Mormon colony founded. 

1850. New Constitution. 

1854. Deaf and Dumb School organized. 

1^5. Industrial School for Boys organized. Agricultural College organized. 

IKM. James J. Strang assassinated. 

1860. First successful salt well. 

1874. State Public School organized. 

1875. High license amendment. 
1870. Blind School organized. 

1881. Industrial School for Girls organized. 

1885. Mining School organized. Soldiers' Home organized. 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS. 

(Continued from page 64,) 

126. What is the compensation of Governor and Lieatenant Goyemor, and 
how is it paid ? 

127. Name the execotivn officers of the State and a duty of each. 

128. When does their official term beerin? 

129. Who fills the vacancies in State offices? 

180. If the Senate does not confirm the Governor's appointment, is the office 
vacant? 

131. Acting together, what do three of the State officers constitate? 

132. What is meant by '' adjusting a claim?" 

133. Where and how are contested elections decided. 

134. What are the principal duties of the Secretary of State? 

135. What is a State " sealer of weights and meapnres?" 

136. What security does the State require of herTreasorer? 

137. What are the chief duties of the Auditor General? 

138. If the Auditor General approves a claim must it be paid? Who pays it? 
189. What are the chief duties of the (/ommissiooer of the Land Office? 

140. Give the principal duties of the Superintendent of Public Instraction. 

141. Name the three duties of the Attorney General. 

142. What are '* ex officio " State boards? Name three. 

143. Name five principal State boards appointed by the Governor; and name 
two boards elected by the people. 

144. Name one duty devolving upon the Governor not paralleled by a daty of 
the Pr sident. 

145. Who restricts the appointing power of the Governor? 

146. Write upon the board in order of importance the different State officers, 
with each of his duties in the order of importance. 

147. Are any of the State officers allowed fees in addition to a fixed salary? 

148. What otiicer may receive fees and salary. 

149. What officer should receive only salary? Only fees? 

150. When is an order " countersigned?'* 

151. What persons are entitled to copies of the statutes? 

152. When is a claim ''liquidated?" 

158. May the Auditor General liquidate claims withoat the consent of the 
legislature? 
154. In what is- the judicial power of Michigan vested? 
l.')5. What is a municipal court? 

156. Name the municipal courts that have been established by the legislature. 

157. What is criminal and civil jurisdiction? 

158. Define appellate, original, and concurrent jurisdiction. 

159. What courts have only original jurisdiction? 

160. Give the changes that have taken place in the organization of the 
supreme court within the last thirty years. 

161. Give the number of justices of the supreme court, their term of office 
and qualifications. 

162. How many terms of court are held annually? 

183. Into how many judicial circuits is Michigan divided? In which one are 
you? 
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164. What is the name of your circuit jadge? His residence? Whatcoonties 
are in his circait? * 

165. What is term of office, and salary of circuit jadgee? 

166. What power controls judicial circoits, and under what restriction do 
they act? 

167. What jurisdiction have circuit courts? 

168. To what extent does the supervisory control of circuit courts extend? 

169. How often does your circuit court assemble? 

170. Who prosecutes all criminal cases before the court? 

171. What appointing power have judges of the circuit court? 

172. Do you understand from Sec. 10, Art. lY, that judges of the supreme 
court may fill vacancies m office of county clerk? 

173. When shall court be held oftener than two times a year, and when may 
judges exchange circuits. 

174. Name the officers of the supreme and circuit courts; by whom are they 
appointed or elected? 

175. What is a probate court? Give salary and term of office. 

176. What are duties of circuit court commissioners? 

177. In what is the judicial power of a township vested? 

178. What is the jurisdiction, term of office, and salary of justices? 

179. If A is supd to recover a note of $100, where will the case be tried? 

180. Under what circumstances may the justice's court have concurrent juri»> 
diction, and for what amount? 

181. I f B steals $ii5.10 where wUl he be tried? 

18i. Under what circumstances do circuit judges and justices of the peace 
vacate theik offices? 
183. What are " courts of conciliation "? 
18i. When is a jury trial guaranteed? 

185. What is a petit jury? 

186. How are juries in justices* court drawn? 

187. How are juries drawn in a circuit court? 

188. What persons are not liable to serve on a jury? 

189. What IS a grand jury? By what has it been superseded? 

190. What is meant by Sec. 85, Art. IV? 

191. Name the special municipal courts and give their jurisdiction. 

192. What are duties of constables, marshals, sherilFs, policemen* and 
detectives? 

193. What is the jurisdiction of each, and by whom appointed or elected, 
and how paid? 

194. What are notaries public? By whom appointed, and duties? 

195. What four classes of voters are recognized in Art. Vil, Bee. 1? How 
many are citizens of the U. S.? 

196. What restriction as to residence applies to all? 

197. Under what circumstances may sailors and soldiers, who are away from 
home, vote? 

198. What privileges have electors on election day? 

199. What is meant by fining or losing a residence? 

200. What three conditions do not cause one to gain or lose a residence? 

201. Can inmates of a poorhouse vote in the township where they are kept? 

202. What determines whether a man is a resident of a place or liot? 

203. Give the substance of two laws passed pursuant to Sec. 6, Art. VII. 

204. What are boards of registration, inspectors of election, and boards of 
canvassers? 

205. When and where may a voter give his registry? 

206. How often does one nave to be registered? 



90 CIVIL GOVEBNMENT. 

207. Can a man vote when he is not registered? 

208. Give the duties of the coonty. district, and state canvassers. 

209. Give the times of the three reerolar elections. 

210. What officers are elected at each election? 

211. "What is meant by swearingin a vote? 

212. Name an officer holding office for one year, for two, for three, for four, 
for more than four. 

218. What is a cancas? A primary? 

214. Who calls caucuses, and what is done there? 

215. Who attend county conventions, and on what basis are delegates 
selected? 

216. What is done at a state convention? 

217. How are delegates selected to attend a national convention? 

218. What judicial power have inspectors of election? 

219. When do the polls open and close? 

220. Explain the manner of handing in one's ballot. 

821. In case the number of ballots in the box is greater than the re^stered 
voters, what is done? 

222. Describe the Australian ballot system. 

223. What is done if two candidates receive the same number of votes? 

224. Does not this conflict with Art. IV., Sec. 27? 

225. Would it be legal to have a mass meeting and elect coonty officers by 
acclamation? 

226. What is a county? What was the origin of the term? 

227. What is an unorganized county? 

228. What divisions in other countries resemble a county? 

229. What is a body corporate? Name three corporations in yoor own town 
or county. 

280. How many townships in a county? What exception. 
231. Is the township a state or U. S. unit? 

282. Under what limitations may a city be organized into a connty? Is there 
any such organization in Michigan? 

233. Name the principal judicial, legislative, and execative officers of a 
county, and one duty or each. 

234. What officers may hold office at the county seat? 

235. What peculiarity is there in the tenure of the sheriff's office? Why? 

286. Name the chief duties of sherifiP . 

287. What is the constitution of the board of supervisors? 

238. What is the salary of members, and what are five principal daties of the 
board? 
289. How many members of the board of supervisors in your county? 

240. Of all duties of the board of supervisors, which two are the most 
important? 

241. What are the duties of the county clerk? How is he paid? 

242. What are the duties of the prosecuting attorney? 

243. Who elects the superintendents of the poor, and whet are their daticfi? 

244. Who are county, and who are township poor? 

245. Briefly outline the judicial system of a county. 

246. Under what conditions may a county seat be established and removed? 

247. Who determines the amount of money to be raised annually? 

248. Is the board limited in any way as to the amount of money raised for 
particular purposes? 

249. In what respect does Wayne county differ in its organization from other 
counties? 
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250. For how long are county officers elected? 

251. What are tbe treasorer's daties? 

252. How are the moneys paid oat of the county treasury? 

253. What are the duties of the recorder, and how is Df^ paid? 

254. Why should the county have a surveyor, and what are his daties? 

255. What is a coroner's jury? When is it called? 

256. When does the coroner perform the duty of some other officer? 

257. What is a judicial circait? How many in Michigan? 

258. Who may give temporary relief to the poor? 

259. Df>fine a towuHhip, a state, a nation- 

260. How are townships divided and numbered? 

261. Locate the base line and prime meridian of Michigan? 

262. In what county is townsliip three east, range two north? 

263. When was the U. S. divided into townships? 

264. When is the township meeting held, and what business is transacted? 

265. When may special meetings' be called? 

2rt6. Name the eight township officers and their term of office? 

267. In what ways are vacancies in township offices filled? 

268. Which officer has the most important duties? 

269. How does the supervisor find out the number of births and deaths? 

270. How often is the census taken and in what year? . 

271. What are the chief duties of the township clerk? 
273. Duty of treasurer; why is his term of office limited? 

273. When are overseers of highways appointed? 

274. What is the duty of the commissioner of highways? 

275. What are "noxious" weeds? 

276. What is the duty of drain commissioner? 

277. What are duties of justices of the peace? 

278. Name live offenses tried in justices' courts. 

279. Name the ministerial officers of the township. 

280. Who constitute the township board? 

281. What are the duties of this board? 

282. Duties of pound masters, and their fees? 

283. Is there a pound in your township? Where? 

284. Which of the township offices is the most lucrative? 

285. In what is the legis ative and judicial power of the township vested? 

286. Who are the educational officers of the township? 

287. How many acres in the 8. E. H of the N. E. M of Sec. 4? 

288. How many acres in the B. % of the S. W. % of the N. W. H of the 8. E. 
^ of Sec. 7? LocHteit by diagram? 

289. Bound your township. 

290. Who are civil officers? 

291. Who impeaches civil officers? 

292. Who tries impeachments/ 

293. Outline the st^pn necessary to an impeachment, and describe the trial. 

294. How does Art. XI I., Sec. 2, compare with the corresponding section in 
the (Constitution of the U. S.? 

295. What may follow conviction on impeachment? 

296. Explain the meaning of the last clause of Art. XII., Sec. 2, and illus- 
trate it. 

297. At what time is the impeachment tried? 

298. What power of removal has the Governor? 

299. Who removes district officers? 

300. Gives the power of the President of the U. S. which corresponds to the 
power granted the Governor in Art. XII, Sec. 8? 
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801. Has a Michigan officer eyer been impeached? 

302. Who is the cnief edacational officer r 

803. What are his chief daties? Which of these is the most important? 

804. In how many ways are the schools of the State supported? 

305. What is the constitution and daties of the State bocu*d of education? 

306. What is the constitution, organization and duties of the board of 
regents? 

8U7. What provision does the constitution make for the establishment of 
libraries? 

308. What moneys form the library fund? 

809. What power may divert this money into other channels? Is it wise to 
do this? 

3iU. What is the principal source of revenue for public schools? 

811. How many dollars did your parents pay toward the taxes in the school 
you now attend? 

812. What were all the other taxes combined? Does this suggest any lesson 
to you? 

813. Who apportions the primary school fund? When is this done? 

814. Which section of land is set apart for edacational purposes? If this 
comes in a lake what is done? 

815. How will you find Sec 20 in a township? 

316. When are school district taxes raised? 

317. What business is transacted at a school meeting? 
818. May women vote at this meeting? 

S19. What are the general qualifications of voters at this meetinpr? 

820. When was Sec. 11, Art. XYill, made a part of the constitution? 

321. What is meant by Sec. 1^, Art. XVIIl? is this wise? 

822. What rights are guaranteed to alien residents? 

328. What restriction is placed on the revision of the laws? 

824. Where is the Keform School? Who may be sent there? What are they 
taught? 

325. Where is the Industrial Home? Who are sent there? How are they 
educated ? 

826. Where is the House of Correction located? What is its object? Who 
may be sent there? 

827. Explain the organization and duties of the State board of corrections 
and charities? 

32t. What and where is the State School? * 

329. Of whom shall the militia be composed? 

330. What persons are exempt from railitcur duties? 

331. Who are the enrolled militia? When subject to duty? 

332. What is the term of enlistment in the State troops, and what is tha 
pay? 

338. Who is Commander-in-Chief of State troops? 

384. What are the rank and duties of the following: Quartermaster General, 
Adjutant General, Inspector General? 

8it5. What is the organization and duty of the State military board? 

336. Enumerate the several items of personal property exempt from sale on 
execution? 

887. What two authorities may issue State teachers' certificates? 
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142. What are '* costs " of a eait, and who pays them? 

148. What is the longest imprisonment and the heaviest fine that can be 
imposed by a jastice? 

144. In bringing a suit before a court how may one be represented? 

145. What is libel? What is slander? 

146. Are the punishments the same? Why? 

147. Give the section in the Constitation of the U. S. which corresponds to 
Sec. 26, Art. IV. 

148. What are ** unreasonable searches and seizures? " 

149. Who is the jadge of the " unreasonableness? " 

160. May officers of the law seize upon property without a search-warrant? 

151. Is there any court in which a criminal offense is not usually tried by a 
jury? 

152. Under what circumstances may one demand a jury trial in a clval case? 

153. Give rights in criminal cases guaranteed in Bee. 28, Art. IV. Compare 
them with like rights guaranteed in the Constitution of the U. S. 

154. Under what circumstances may a person be tried for the same offense 
twice? 

155. May an accused refuse to be questioned under the right guaranteed in 
Sec. 32, Art. IV.? 

156. Explain how one may be imprisoned on a contract. 

157. Wiiat does and what does not prevent a man from being a witness? 

158. Do all states admit the testimony of persons of any of no religious belief? 

159. Under what circumstances may a new trial be obtained? 

160. Can any case begun in a justice^s court be carried to the circuit court? 

161. Can any case begun in the circuit court be carried to the supreme court? 

162. Under what circumstances may a case arising in a state get into a U. S. 
court. 

163. If a man violates the tobacco tax law in what court will he be tried? 

164. Whois the plaintiff in criminal action? Who represents them? 

165. What is the pay of jurors and witnesses? 

166. Are witnesses obliged to attend when summoned in civil cases? 

167. May the sheriff in criminal cases go outside the state for a witness? 

168. Distinguish between a fine, a penalty, tax, license, and punishment.. 

169. When do the following years begin : U. 8. fiscal year, U. S. official year, 
Michigan school year, fiscal year, fiscal year in cities? 

170. Name four classes of individuals who become citizens of the U. S. in 
accordance with special laws. 

171. Does being a citizen of the U. S. make one a citizen of the different 
states? 

172. May one be a voter in different states and yet not be a citizen of the U. S. 

173. If a resident of a township has been to Ann Arbor at school, can he vote 
in the township without ten ten days' residence? 

174. Do U. S. officers vote.? 

175. Can a Chinaman vote in Michigan? 

176. Can a Chinacaan be a naturalized citizen of the U. 8.? What is the 
meaning of the XV. amendment, U. B. Constitution? 

177. Is a Chinaman a citizen of the U. S. if born here? 

178. What is the difference between an immunity and a privilege? 

179. What are the essential features of a corporation, and how does it differ 
from a partnership? 

180. How are corporations created? What are the three divisions of 
corporations? 
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181. Can an individoal sue a county? If so, who woold represent itbe 
oonnty? 

182. If a sheriff allows a prisoner to escape, by negligence, what is the 
remedy? 

183. Name three ways in which our laws favor the poor. Do they favor the 
rich? How? 

184. Why should a record of births, deaths and marriages be kept? 

185. Give one reason for and one reason against the board of supervisors 
fixing the clerk^s salary. 

186. What is a tax sale? Tell all you can about it. 

187. What is a fine, a forfeiture, a penalty, a recognizance? To what pur- 
poses are these put? 

188. What is a deed, a mortgage, a title? 

189. If a road is ordered through a man*s farm, how is he compensated? 

190. What is the law in regard to Canada thistles? 

191. Is there such a thing as a drain tax? 

192. Are persons taxed whose lands are not benefited by the drain? 

193. Are residents of a township obliged to keep up partition and road 
fences? 

194. If A's cow strays onto B's premises and eats corn, does a suit against A 
Ue? 

1^5. If B^s premises have no road fence, and A*s cow is iioisoned on B's land, 
does a suit against B lie? 

196. Are road fences of wire legal? 

197. If a defective bridge causes loss of life, who is sued? Are bridges 
required to be railed? 

198. If a man opens a saloon in a township, who grants his license? 

199. What is an ex officio position? Name three. 

200. Are all townships of the same size? 

201. Distinguish between corrupt conduct in office and out of office. 

202. Under what circumstcmces may an impeachment be directed? 
208. What is the inquisitorial power of the house? 

204. Doyouregard Art. XII., Sec. 4. just? Why? 

205. What is a provisional appointment, and who may make one? 

206. Mention an act for which a judge may be removed. 

207. Does this refer to supreme judges, or to any judge? 

208. If the legislature af terwiurds find the removal to be unjust may it rein- 
state the judge? 

209. Define misfeasance and malfeasance. 

210. What is the origin of the primary school fund? 

211. What per cent interest does it yield, and what is the income from the 
fund? 

212. About how many acres of swnmp land have been set apart for the pri- 
mary school fund? 

218. How many acres are today subject to entry? 

214. In which county is the greatest number of acres? 

215. What is the swamp land fund? What is the rate of interest? 

216. How many acres of bwamp lands are subject to entry and what is the 
average price per acre. 

217. In what year were the swamp lands given to Michigan? 

218. How many different kind of lands did the United States give to Michi- 
gan for school purposes? 

219. How many acres do Indians owu? 
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220. Were there any escheats to the State daring last year? 

221. For how long a time shall school be held in each school district? 

222. What is the penalty for violation of this law? 

223. What relation to education is the one mill tax, district taxes, sorploa 
dog tax, and fines collected under violation of the penal laws? 

224. In what language shall instraction be given in the schools? 

225. If a teacher teacher teaches Latin and German by the natural method, 
and speaks only those languages in the class, can he be said to give instmctioii 
"conducted in the English language?" 

22tt. Tell something of the history and present organization of the State 
University. 

227. What is the source of the University fund? 

228. By what other revenues is the University supported? 

229. What were the total expenses of the University for the last year? 

230. What was the total expenditure for educational purposes in the previons 
^ear? In the same time what was the amount expended for alcoholic drinks 
m the State? 

231. How is the Normal School supported, and what were the expenses for 
the last year? 

282. Where are the institutions for the blind, insane, deaf and dumb located? 
233. What is the policy of the State in regard to these institutions? 
284. When was the Agricultural College established? 

235. What is the object of the school; what are its resources? 

236. Has the State ever appropriated for it the salt lands mentioned in the 
constitution? 

287. Are any of our institutions self-supporting? 

288. May the residents of a township vote money to buy books for the town- 
ship library? 

239. When may a school district establish a library? 

240. Can this be done at a special meeting? 

241. Who has charge of library money and who expends it? 

242. Under what circumstances are library moneys forfeited? 

243. Is there a library in your township? In what condition is it? 

244. Is it the gross or net proceeds of fines that are applied to library 
purposes? 

245. For what particular expenditure is the interest on the primary school 
fund intended? 

246 What is a board of visitors? How are they paid? What are their duties, 
and by whom are they* appointed? 

247. What are the duties of the board of school examiners? By whom are 
the members elected and what is their term of office? 

248. What are special duties of the commissioner, and how is he paid? 

249. How often are teachers required to be examined? 

250. What are the requirements for, and the legal standing of, the three 
grades of certificates? 

251. What is the examination fee, and for what purpose does it go. 

252. Wtiat persons are not required to take county examinations? 

253. What township officers are more or less connected with educational 
affairs? 

254. How many months of school are required in a district numbering 900 
children? 

255. Name the legal school holidays. 

256. When does the school year begin? What exception? 
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257. How mnch mone^ for building school-hooses can be voted at a echool 
meeting in a district having nine childiren? How much can be appropriated in 
a district having forty children? 

258. What is the limit of the amount that can be raised for school apparatos, 
etc.? 

259. What are the limits to the bonded indebtedness of school districts? 

260. What is the organization and dnty of the district board? 

261. What are the daties of individual members? 

262. What is the true distinction between real and personal property? 

263. What real estate is safe from execution? 

264. If A mortgage to me his homestead, can I come into possession? 

265. What is the role for the descent of property in Michigan? 

266. What was the rule onder the common law? 

267. What did the ordinance of 17u7 say aboat edacation? 

268. Name the pioneers of onr edacational system. 

269. Who planned onr edacational system? 

270. What was the rate bill and when abolished? 

271. Define a direct and indirect tax. 

272. Has the United States ever levied a direct tax? 

273. Is the United States liquor tax a direct or indirect tax? 

274. Name in the order of magnitude the different taxes that an ordinary 
citizen pays. 

275. What are specific tcaes, and to what purposes are they put? 

276. How many dollars were raised by State tax last year? 

277. How does the per capita taxation in Michigan compare with taxation in 
other states? 

278. What is a sinking fund? When was it established, and when did it 
cease*' 

279.' When is a debt funded? 

280. Give the different elements of the State debt. 

281. It is sometimes said Michigan has no debt ; explain. 

282. What is the meaning of the last sentence of Sec. 2, Art. XIII 
288. How is the State limited in regard to deficits in revenue? 
384. For what purposes may the State contract debts? 

285. In what way is money paid out of the treasury? 

286. What is the meaning of Sec. 6, Art. Xlil? 

287. What is script? May a state emit bills of credit? 

288. Tell something of the finances during " wildcat times." 

289. Wbat is a bond? Describe the bonds of the United States. 

290. Has the State any bonds out? When were the:^ due? 

291. Why should Sec. 8 be inserted in the constitution? 

292. Who has made *' grants to the State of lands or other property? " 

293. Explain what is said in the ordinance relative to the admission of Mich- 
igan into the United States; about lands for public buildings; and proceeds for 
roads and canals. 

294. From what corporations are specific taxes collected? 

295. What per cent are railroads and banks taxed? 

296. What are plank roads? Are there any now? Under what circumstances 
were toll-gates allowed? 

297. How many each of legislative, senatorial, and jadicial districts in the 
Upper Peninsula? 

298. What distinction has been made in regard to representatives from the 
Upper Peninsula? 
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299. What is done with specific taxes from mining companies in the Upper 
Peninsnla? 

800. Do mining companies pay State taxes? 

801. Are mining companies incorporated for more or less than thirty years? 

802. What are inspection laws, and by whom are inspectors appointed? 

808. What is the inspection tax on each barrel of salt? On each barrel of 
iUaminating oil? 
301. May a state i>lace a duty on imports? 
305. Name five things inspected by Michigan officers. 

806. How often are statements of receipts, etc., to be published? 

807. Why are laws reqaired t-o be in the English langnage? 

808. Giye the amendment of the United States Gonstitation corresponding 
to Sec. 7, Art. XVIII. 

809. What are '* concealed weapons? " Is there a law against carrying them? 

810. May a person carry a reyolyer for his defense? 
311. Has Michigan a compulsory education law? 

812. How many months mast every child attend school in each year? 

313. What regulation is there in regard to emplo^ng children? 

814. What is an "" ungraded school? " What pupils are sent thereto? 

315. What may be done with truants? If a boy 15 years old is an habitual 
truant may he be arrested as a juvenile offender? 

816. Is the truant law enforced in your village? 

317. Name and locate tha charitable, penal and reformatory institutions of 
Michigan. 

818. Would it be beet to have convicts manufacture no articles of consump* 
tion. 

819. What is the law in regard to bridging and damming navigable streams? 

820. Does the latter part of Bee. 4^ Art. XVIII., conflict with Sec. 9, Art. XIV.? 

821. Give the substance of the official oath. 

322. What officers are not required to take oath? 

328. For what offenses are persons sent to Jackson? 

824. May boys be sent there? May women? 

825. What is the shortest time for which one may be sent to Jackpon? 

326. Under whose control is the Detroit House of Correction?* Who may be 
sent there and under what circumstances? 

* Detroit House of Correction is under the control of the city of Detroit. 
The State pays for the support of such female prisoners as it finds necessary to 
send there. 
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SYNOPSES. 

{Ttie numbers designating the Articles are given in Roman; those of the- 

Sections in Arabic figures.'] 



LEOISLATUBE. 

Censas, IV., 4 and note. 

Officers, IV.. 9 and^ote. 

Penalties, IV., 9. 

Votes, IV., 11. 

Sessions, IV., 12. 

Adjonrnment, IV., 12 and 32. 

Bills, IV., 13, 14, 19. 20. 

Po6taf?e. IV , 16 and note. 

Salary of the chairman, IV., 17. 

Extra compensation, IV., 21. 

Local legislation. IV., 88. 

Primary school, XIII., 4. 

Appropriating public money, IV., 45. 

Enacting claase, IV., 48. 

Governor, V., 3. 

Removals from office, XII, 7 and 

note. 
Libraries, XIII., 12, 
State debt. XIV., 2, 3 and note. 
Taxation, XIV., 11 and note. 
Militia, XVII., 2. 3, and note. 
Railroad rates. XIX -A., 1 and note. 
Amendments. XX. ^ 1. 
Revision of Constitation, XX., 21. 

PROHIBITIONS. 

Real estate and roads, IV., 28. 

('haplain, IV., 24. 

Revision or altering Constitation, 

IV., 25. 
Divorces, IV., 26. 
Lotteries, IV., 27. 
New bills, IV., 28. 
State paper. IV., 35. 
Religion, IV., :^, 40 and 41. 
Freedom of speech and press, IV., 42. 
Bill of attainer, IV.. 43. 
Ex post facto Ib,w, IV., 43. 
Habens corpus, iV., 44. 
Act of incorporation, XV., 8. 
Counties, I., 2 and note. 

nonSE OF BEPBESENTATIVES. 

Districts. IV., 8 and not«. 
Eligibility, IV., 5. 
Election, IV., 3 and 4. 
Term, IV., 8. 
Removal. IV., 9. 
Salary. IV., 15. 



HOUSE OF nvp,— Continued. 

Legislation, IV., 18. 
Oath, XVIII., 1. 
Impeachment, XIL, 8. 
Vacancy, IV., 5 and V., 10. 
Prohibitions, IV., 2 and 3. 

SENATE. 

Namber, IV., 4. 
Qaalifications, IV., 5. 
Election, IV., 2. 
Districts, IV., 2 and 4. 
Term, IV_y«2. 
Salary, IV., ih.r^'". 
Eligibility. IV., 6. 
Vacancy, IV., 5 and V., 10. 
Expulsion, I v., 9. 
Privileges, IV., 7. 
Attendance, IV., 8. 

EXEOUTIYE 0FFI0EB8. 

Oovemor, 

Elgibility, V.. 2, 15 and note. 
Election, V., 8. i 

(Commander-in-chief. V., 4 and 12. 
Heads of departments, V., 5. 
Legislative, v ., 7. 8, 9. 
Laws, v., 6 and IV., 14. 
Pardons. V., 11. 

Prohibitions, V., 16 and IV., 22. 
('Ommissions, V.. 19. 
Term, V., 1 and VIII., 2. 
Vacancy. VIII., 3. 
Salary, IX.. 1 and note. 
Removals, XIL. 6. 7, 8 and note. 
Impeachment, XIL, 1, 2. 
Oath, XVIIL, 1. 

Lieutenant Oovemor. 

Eligibility, v., 2. 

Election, v., 8. 

Senate, V., 14. 

Impeachment, XIL. 1. 

Trial and removal, XIL, 2. 

Executive vacancy, V., 12. 

Vac ncyi-how supplied, VIIL. 18. 

Salary, v., 17 and IV.. 17. 

Prohibition, V., 16, IV.. 22. 

Term, V., 1 and VIIL, 2. 

Oath, VIII, 1. 
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EZEOUTIVE OFFICERS. — Continued, 

Secretary of State. 

Term, VIIIm land 2. 

Boards, VIII., 4. 

Salary, IX., 1. 

Anthentication of thn Qovemor^s ofEi- 

r cial acts, V., 18. 

Commissions, V., 19. 

Prohibitions,' IV., 22. 

Oath, XVIII., 1. 

Vacancy— how filled, VIII., 3. 

Impeachment, XII., 1. 

RemoTal, XII., 2 and 8. 

Office, VIII., 1. 

Daties, p. 67. 

State Treasurer. 

Election, VIII., 1. 

Term, VIII., 1, 2. 

Salary, IX., 1. 

Office, VUI., 1. 

Bonds, p. 67. 

Boards, VIII., 4. 

Vacancy— how filled, VIII.,' 3. 

How removed, XII., 1, 2, 8. 

Daties, p. 67. 

Supt. of Public Instruction. 

Election, VIII., 1. 

Term, VIII., 1. 

Office, VIII.. 1. 

Salary, IX.. 1. 

Sapervision of pnblic instraction, 

XIII., 1. 
Relation to State'Board of Education, 

xni., 9. 

Vacancy— how filled, VIII., 8. 
How removed, XII.,. I and 8. 
Farther daties, p. 68. 

Commissionerlof Land Office. 

Election, VIII., 1. 
Term, VIII., 1 and 2. 
Office, VIII., 1. 
Salary, IX., 1. \^ 
Boards, VIII.. 6. 
Vacancy— how filled, VIII., 3. 
How removed, XII., 1 and 8. 
Farther daties, p. 68. 

Auditor General. 

Election, VIII., 1. 

Term, VIII., land 2. 

Office, VIII., 1. 

SaHaiy, IX., 1. 

Vacancy— how Slled. YIII.. 8 and 



EXEOunvE OFFIOEBS.— ConWnwed. 

Auditor General. 

Removal, XII., 1 and 8. 
Daties, p, 67. 

Attorney General. 

Election, VIII., 1. 

Term, VIII., 1 ana 2. 

Office,:VIIl., 1. 

Salary, IX., 1. 

Vacancy— how filled, VIII., 3 and 

XII., 8. 
Removal, XII., 1 and 8. 
Dnties, p. 68. 

JUDICIAL DEPABTMENT. 

Supreme Court, 

Jadiciai province. VI., 1 and 3. 
('onrt of record, VI.. 15. 
Judges first six years, NI., 2. 
Judges after six years, VI., 2, and 

note. 
Terms, VI-, 4. and note. 
Practice. VI., 5, 
Officers, VI., 12, and note. 

Judges. 

Election VI., 2. 
Classification. VI.. 2. 
Number, p. 23, note. 
Vacancy— how filled, VI., 14. 
How removed, XII., 1, 4, 6. 
Decisions, VI., 10. 
Conservators of the peace. VI., 19. 
Salary, note p.'25. 

Circuit Court. 

Judicial powers, VI., 8, 18. 
Courts of record, VI., 15. 
Conimissions, VI., 16. 
Term^VI. 11. 
Practice, VI., 5. 
Officers, VI., 5. 
Number, VI., 6 and^7, note. 

Circuit Judges. 

Election, VI., 6, 7, 20. 
Term, VI., 6, 7, 14. 
Number in district, VI., 6. 
Number in State, VI., 6, and note. 
Salary, VI., 9; IX., 1. 
Prohibitions, VI., 9 and 10. 
Conservators of the peace, VI., 19. 
How removed, XII., 1 and .6. 
Vacancy— how filled, VI., 14. 
County officers, VI., 10. 
Vacancy VI. , 1 «adi 'iS*. 
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L DEPABTHXHT.— Om, 

Probate Judge. 
Elmtlon. VI., 1. 
Term.TI.. IS, 
Vacancy, VI., 22. 
Bow fiilad, VI., It. 
Office, X., 4. 
BaJary, noM p, 26. 



Bleotion, VI., n. 
Nnmbnr, VI., 17. 
Tann. VI., Hand note. 
JutiadictinD, VI., IS. 
CoDservators of the psctoe, VI.. 19. 
Vacancy— how fiUed, VI., n. 



:., 22. 



Board of ei 

tQtpd, X., a 

Cities. X.. 1 a 

Powara, IV„ ; 



HigtwBFB and bridfrei, X., B. 
NaTiKObla BtreamB,^VIII., 1. 
Claimg agHinst connty, X., 10. 
Cleric and resisCer of dee<is, X., 9. 
Salary, p. SSnote. 
BBprMsntatisB diatriot, IV., 3. 

fiJat, X., 2. 

Corporate body. X.,1. 
Cities orKBnized into, X.. 1 snd 2. 
ActB of atieriff, X., S. 
Repnwentutiie. IV..S. 
Number, nota p. B5. 
Counlir J 
Election, X.. 3. 



OffiOB, X., J 



X.. S. 



Register of Deedt. 
Election, X., 3. 
Term. X.. 1. 
Oatiee, X., Sandp. Tl, 
BemoTal, XII., 7 wd nolo. 



ootmtT oovsmnoaiT.— Con. 

Begisler of Deed: 
Vacancy— how filled, X., 3. 
OfiBce,X.,l. 

PTOKCvti'oo AUamty. 
Election, X., 3, 
Doties, X, 3, p. 72, 
Turm, X„ 3, 

" -i.xii.,- 



J)ebtB, XIV.. Sand t. 
Credit or State, XIV., 8. 



itemal tmBroTements, XIV,, 9. 

uts.XlV., 10. 

BeeBBinent of property. XIV., 13. 



Msy defend his own enit. VI., U. 

Seonritj, VI„ ifl. 

Bight of triel by jarj, VI., 27. 

Sueedy trial. VI,. 2Jt. 

WitDPsaes, VI.. 2S. 

Second trial. VI.. 29. 

Bail, VI„a9iiod3l. 

Conviction of troBBon. Vl.,30. 

Finn and pnoisbmeQlB, VI., 31. 

BigtatB in criminal casBB, VI., 32. 

IjnprtsoDmeDt for debt. VI., 19. 

KeligioQB belief, VI., 31. 

WhoBrorf,tcrB.Vil,.l. 

How we Bball vote. VII., i. and note. 

Privilege from arrest, VII,. 3 and 4, 

KeAidence, VII.. !>. 

DaBli8t.VII..8. 

Persona, VII., 5. 

Soldiers elationed in the State, VII., 

cnTlonivrfl^"™" 
Baal eatate. XVI , 2. 
A. -witB' ft eB\»MB,'^\. ,^ . 



